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Let your light shine on the world 

Purpose Statement 

Do not be deceived but avoid sexual immorality and 

greed for God will judge this, rather let your light shine so 

that it transforms others 

Greeting 

I greet you all in the wonderful name of our saviour Jesus 

Christ. My name is Musa Ntinga from Christ Central 

Soweto. And welcome to Christ Central Soweto, were we 

exist to know the Lord Jesus Christ, love one another, and 

reach out to Soweto with the gospel of Christ. 

Our journey continues in the book of Ephesians in a 

series we called God’s grand design. Today specifically 

we are looking at what is acceptable or unacceptable 

behaviour for a Christian? 
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Introduction 

For as long as the gospel of grace has been preached 

there has always been that tension that has existed 

between grace and holiness, between our faith and our 

works. 

In chapter 1-3 of Ephesians we have learned that we are 

not saved by our works, because our works are 

corrupted, and we are objects of God’s wrath. But thanks 

be to God he made us objects of his mercy.  

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

Now if we are now saved by our works, what do we do 

with them now? Do they even matter to God? Is it our 

choice to decide how we live, since we have been given 

freedom in Christ by his Spirit? 
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In this tension Christians have often erred on two sides. 

Some want to stress the holiness of God and believers at 

the expense of grace to the point where they make it 

sound like we are saved by our works and not by grace. 

They way people would put it is that you start the 

Christian journey by trusting in Jesus but how you 

continue is by living a holy life. In a sense Christ is like 

your matric results, they get you into University but that is 

all they are good for. To stay at varsity, you need to earn 

it by working hard. That’s how some Christians treat 

Christ and salvation, like a ticket into the show. 
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On the other hand, some Christians emphasize the grace 

of God to the point that they make it sound like they are 

saying holiness does not matter. As the saying goes… 

Let us sin more so that grace may increase 

The reasoning goes, we have been saved by grace and 

when Christ returns our bodies will be made anew and 

the world will be destroyed. Therefore, it doesn’t matter 

how I live now since this world is coming to an end and 

Christ will forgive me anyway. 

So, eat, drink and be merry for God will press the restart 

button any moment now. So here Christians treat faith 

and holiness like a bachelor party (one more night of sin 

and indulgence before you Christ the groom comes). 

So how should we be viewing the relationship between 

our holiness and our calling? Between grace and 

holiness? Do the rules change once we are Christian 
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(from grace to works) or is it fine to visit your ex after you 

are married to Jesus? 

Context 

In chapter 4 Paul has challenged us to live up to the 

calling you have received in Christ. 

He has told us that Christ is victorious, and he has 

equipped his people with gifts so that they can grow in 

him and not be led astray by the winds of false teaching. 

He told us to put off our old selves, our old way of life and 

to put on our new selves, made in the image of God. We 

should walk in love in imitation of Christ and his love for 

us. As Ephesians 5vs1 stated… 

5 1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved 

children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God. 
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In vs.3-14 Paul continues that same theme of living up to 

your calling Paul speaks about improper behaviour for 

God’s people. So, my first point is… 

Avoid immorality and greed (3-7) 

Paul begins in the clearest terms ever about how sin is 

inappropriate for Christians, vs. 3… 

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual 

immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of 

greed, because these are improper for God’s holy 

people. 

Quite literally he is saying… 

3 But immorality [c]or any impurity or greed must not even 

be named among you, as is proper among [d]saints; 

The very mention of such behaviour let alone the 

practicing of it is improper for God’s people.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29308c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29308d
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In vs. 3-4 Paul mentions 3 practices that were common 

among the Gentile cultures at the time, sexual immorality, 

inappropriate talk and greed. In that time sexual pleasure 

and sex in general was part of the social power structure 

of the household. The head of the household, the rich 

demonstrated and boasted about their power through 

having sex with whomever they pleased. They had slaves 

and had the right to have sex with any of their slaves and 

kept some slaves for that purpose. They would have big 

banquets which included jokes and filthy talk about their 

sexual exploits and the more money you had the more 

parties and sexual exploits you could have. This 

behaviour was interwoven in the society and what it 

meant to be rich and be a man. 

Paul is clear that this behaviour, that is so common in 

Gentile culture is inappropriate for God’s holy people. It 

should not even be named among us let alone practiced.  
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Even in our cultures it is common that a boy will show his 

manhood by his ability to court a girl and sleep with her. 

The more sexual partners you have the more manly you 

are. Our culture sexualizes girls from a young age and 

makes sexual attractiveness as the goal that all teenage 

girls must aspire to. As we grow up it is accepted 

behaviour that you can sleep with your boyfriend or 

girlfriend, stay with them or even have children together 

long before the question of marriage is in even spoken 

off.  

If you listen to amapiano or rap music the goal in life that 

all should aspire to is to get rich at any cost, have fun and 

have as many sexual experiences as you can.  
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The Greedy according to a biblical commentator are 

…those with a strong desire to acquire and keep for 

themselves more and more money and possessions, 

because they love, trust, and obey wealth rather than 

God 

If you look at that definition and our culture is not that 

different in this regard than the Gentile culture of the first 

century. Paul says there should not even be talk about 

such behaviour let alone the practice of this among God’s 

holy people. Boasting or practicing such things is out of 

place among God’s people. 

Paul gives two reasons why this behaviour should be 

avoided. The first one we have already mentioned, that  

These are improper for God’s holy people (vs.3) 

Now why is this behaviour inappropriate for God’s 

people? Because of what such behaviour says about you. 
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Our actions and thoughts are not neutral things but are 

an expression of our desires, allegiances, and our view of 

God. They reflect what is happening in our hearts, they 

reflect who we are. As Jesus put it in Luke 6vs43… 

43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree 

bear good fruit. 44 Each tree is recognized by its own 

fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or 

grapes from briers. 45 A good man brings good things out 

of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man 

brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. 

For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. 

So, don’t be deceived and a good tree that bears bad fruit 

because if your life is characterised by evil behaviour then 

that indicates that you are a bad tree. 
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Paul gives the second reason why sin should be avoided 

because those whose conduct is characterized by this 

behaviour will not inherit the Kingdom of God (vs. 5). 

5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or 

greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any 

inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.[a] 6 Let 

no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 

such things God’s wrath comes on those who are 

disobedient. 

Not only do your actions show whether you are a good or 

bad tree, whether you are part of the old creation or the 

new creation in Christ, but they are an indicator of your 

eternal destination.  

The reason why the gospel is such good news is because 

of what a bad place we were in. We were on heading 

down a cliff to our deaths because of our evil behaviour 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29310a
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till God decided to do something about it. Jesus picked us 

up and placed us on solid ground. Now only a fool will say 

thank you Jesus for saving me and then jump back down 

that cliff. If you jump off the cliff the consequences will be 

the same as before. 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save us from the 

wrath of God by taking the punishment we deserved and 

making us holy through the Spirit. If we say thanks Jesus 

for what you have done and then persist in sin it shows 

that you have not trusted in Jesus for your sins so God’s 

wrath still remains on you, you will not inherit the kingdom 

of God. 

Do not let people fool you with empty words that our 

works are meaningless because they are not, they matter 

a great deal. 
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Rather than us indulging in the works of darkness let us… 

Be the light to the world (8-14) 

Vs. 8… 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in 

the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the 

light consists in all goodness, righteousness and 

truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 

To contrast the stark contrast between sinful behaviour 

and righteous behaviour he uses the image of light and 

darkness. Darkness can only exist where there is no light. 

Darkness by definition is the absence of light. Before you 

were darkness says Paul, with now life, no God, and no 

hope in the world but that is who you were.  
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You are now light in the Lord for Christ has saved you by 

grace through faith.  

Live as children of light 

And actions or fruits of the light are clear, it is all things 

good, righteous, and truthful. They stand in direct contrast 

to the fruits of darkness which are sexual immorality, 

greed, and filthy talk. 

What is the relationship between light and darkness, 

between holiness and sin? Light exposes darkness, it 

does not become like the darkness or live in harmony with 

it but it exposes it. 

The darkness conceals the things done in secret, the 

shameful and evil things but light does something 

amazing. Vs. 13… 
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13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—

and everything that is illuminated becomes a 

light. 14 This is why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 

    rise from the dead, 

    and Christ will shine on you.” 

Light exposes what is done in darkness and after 

exposing it transforms it by giving it life. Scientists tell us 

that the reason why dinosaurs became extinct was 

because the light of the sun was blocked for 2 years and 

this caused most of life to die on earth such is the power 

of light. 

It is the same for us as Christians, we are children of the 

light. We are the best thing to happen to this world. We 

give creation hope that God is on the move, renewing this 

world because we are the first fruits of that work. Though 
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darkness still reigns the light of Christ is beginning to 

break through us, the children of light. Now we must live 

up to who we are.  

Conclusion 

I know that being a Christian in this world is hard, its like 

going against everyone. I know that our small stance in 

righteousness seems like a drop in the ocean of sin that 

we see around us. It feels like living for Christ is useless 

and that we are on the losing side. This is why it is easy 

for us to be deceived into thinking our godliness doesn’t 

matter especially when you see the general direction of 

the world.  

But remember your calling Mzalwane! Remember that 

God has big plans for this world and that he has defeated 

sin and death in Christ. He has saved you by grace and 

given you life in him. Not only has he done that, but he is 
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recreating you, made you a new person and called you to 

be the light of the world. Do not settle for the path that 

leads to destruction just because everyone is doing it. 

Don’t be fooled into thinking your conduct doesn’t matter 

because it matters a great deal, and it is part of God’s 

plan to change this world. 

Does this mean we are saved by our works? No, it doesn’t 

because we are saved by grace through faith. We are not 

saved by works but for works so that we can be a light to 

this dark world. 

Let’s pray… 


