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Paul, the Steward of Divine Mystery 

(Ephesians 3:1-13) 

Purpose statement 

Boldly and confidently enter into the presence of God, knowing that in Christ you have been 

accepted as God’s children. 

Introduction 

Self-introduction and prayer ….and reading the text 

Chapters 1-3, of Ephesians deal with eternal plan for creating a new people for himself – 

“the Church” as we have seen so far in chapters one and two. The Jews, chosen by God 

to display His purpose to all nations, have now been formed together into one new person 

with the Gentile to create one new creation family (2:1-14). Later in chapters 4-6 we will 

be seeing how God grows and matures the church for the end times.  

God’s mission on earth is carried out by human instruments – “the Church “or the people 

that he calls to display His will and glory to the world. In church language, those that God 

designates to do fulltime ministry are often described as “Called” by God.  This calling is 

the work of the Holy Spirit, the small irresistible voice that persistently pushes you to want 

to do God’s will. Humanly, this is a very difficult process, an internal struggle with self 

often against all logical reasoning. This struggle involves questions like; 

1. Is it the right time? 

2. What if this small voice is mine and not from God? 

3. What if I eventually fail? 

4. Do I have all it takes to go into fulltime ministry? 

5. What about my family, will I be able to adequately provide for them? 

They calling is quite a mystery on its own and it will always be unique for each person. It 

is God’ sovereign decision and election, towards achieving His own purpose and will as 

we saw in chapter 1:4-5. 

Some of you might already be familiar with the story of the call of the Apostle Paul who is 

writing this letter to the Ephesians. Paul had no luxury to God back and forth consulting 

friends and family on whether to serve God or not. His experience on his way to 

Damascus, to arrest Christians is that a bolt of lighting left him blind and in that state he 

meet the Lord Jesus himself who commissioned him to leave persecuting the Church and 

serve Jesus as Lord. Paul got it right and hit the ground running on fire preaching the 

good news of the Lord Jesus Christ. Today we meet him possibly writing one of his last 

letters as a prisoner for  Christ, and happily serving his Lord. 

In verse 1, Paul is about to pray for the Ephesian church, but cuts short his prayer to 

explain the nature of his calling to participate in God’s divine mystery of creating the 

church – His new people. 
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The divine mystery revealed (2-7) 

Paul interrupts his prayer in verse 2 to give an account of his ministry. He says he is on 

a mission, commissioned by God, to reveal God’s secret (Mystery) to the Ephesians). 

Even is the recipients of this letter were not paying attention all along as the letter was 

being read, I guess this very part caught their attention. Who would not want to hear a 

secret from God. In the midst of the covid 19 pandemic, supposed God Himself says, 

“Listen my people, I have a secret to reveal to you”. Who would not stand in their tracks 

to want to listen and know what that secret is. It’s like Paul is saying, “the prayer can wait, 

but you need to get this right”. Even though Paul says it is a mystery (hidden knowledge), 

Paul says it is not new to them. They have already heard about how God has revealed 

his mission to the world through Paul. Paul himself has written about it, possibly in letters 

to other churches. Paul’s letters were not only sent to one church. The letter could be 

directed to a specific church, but circulated to other churches. He could also be possibly 

referring to earlier sections of the letter in chapters one and two, particularly in 2:19-22. 

But what was the content of this mystery he so much wanted them to know? As was clearly 

explained to us in the last sermon, this secret was that now the Gentiles have been 

included in God’s family, the body of Christ. In verses 2 &3, Paul explains the stewardship 

or the role God has given to him, for them (gentiles) to know that they are now part of 

God’s family. This is a specific revelation given to Paul as a missionary to the Gentiles. 

Most of the church leaders of his time limited their missionary work only to the Jews or 

allowed gentiles to be Christians under Jewish terms and laws, like demanding that 

Gentiles needed to be first circumcised to be Christian. Instead Paul taught that, all people 

Jews or Gentiles are saved only by grace through Christ, which is God’s gift (2:8-10) that 

has nothing to do with tribe, ethnicity or race. This is precisely what led to Paul being 

arrested in Jerusalem and ended up in this Roman prison. Even though he is imprisoned 

by the Romans, he doesn’t, consider himself as their prisoner, but “a prisoner of Christ for 

the sake of the salvation of the gentiles (v1).  

Verse 6 hits straight on the point, “This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are 

heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 

Christ Jesus”. In case as you listen to this message you are also not sure whether you fully 

qualify to be a child of God, Paul is saying to you and me, whether you are Venda, Dutch, 

Indian or Nigerian God has through the death of his Son invited you and me to be his 

children. And Paul wants to make this clear that we all come to the body of Christ on 

equal terms. As a skillful writer, Paul will soon be telling them and us, in 4:4 in the body 

on Christ they are made one in Spirit, in their hope, faith, baptism and under one Lord 

and one Father. Both Jews and Gentiles are now sharers in the promises and riches in 

Christ as we saw in chapter one. All the families of the nations are counted together as 

children of God. “Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who 

have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all” (Romans 4:16). 
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At this point I need to remind you brothers and sisters that for those wrestling in their 

minds whether they are fully Christian or not, the gospel is clear on this. The mystery that 

Paul is describing here is that the death of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross followed by 

resurrection was God’s special gift of grace for anyone who puts their faith in Jesus Christ 

to be adopted into God’s family. Faith in Christ is followed by repentance. This is a big 

word but it simply means consciously making a radical turn from a life of sin to absolute 

and unconditional surrender to God’s sovereignty. It means leaving the past behind in the 

power of Christ, and embracing a new and Spirit-guided perspective to life. This is being 

a hundred times more radical than EFF. 

Paul winds up this section in verse 7 by pointing to the fact that the radical change for him 

was not of his own making. It was God’s gift of grace and God’s power that raised him to 

be the servant of God that he is. We too have those same resources available to us to 

serve God in a distinctive way in the areas He has called us to serve Him. 

 

Paul’s stewardship of the divine ministry (8-12) 

In this section Paul will show how undeserving of God’s grace as a former persecutor of 

the church, God Himself turned him around to be a fiery witness of the Gospel message. 

Paul does not shy away from talking about his unworthiness and sinfulness before God 

prior to his conversion. No wonder why he describes himself as “worse than the least of 

all God’s people” (v8). He is what he is now, a servant of the Lord, commissioned to bring 

the message of God to the Gentiles by God’s amazing grace and power. It is this same 

grace and power that has not only transformed him, but compels him leave his despicable 

past behind and run with God’s mission. He has been qualified by God himself to be doing 

what he is doing. 

The message to the Ephesian church and to us brothers and sisters is that we move from 

wallowing is self-pity and unworthiness, but know that it is not about us and our abilities, 

but God. It is about drawing on God’s power and trusting that if we serve Him faithfully, it 

is Him who brings fruit to our labour. Let us stand up and faithfully sow the seed of the 

Gospel trusting God to raise it from the ground and give abundant fruit. In Verses 9 -11 

Paul moves on to bring out the purpose for which God has sent him as a missionary to 

the gentiles. The secret that was hidden to many in the past was that God had purposed 

to bring all nations of the world under His Son’s rule (1:10) as inheritors of His great and 

glorious treasures (1;18-19).  

The power that by which Jesus created the Church – the body of believers, now has to 

be manifested by the church to the “the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms”. 

Because Christ, the head of the Church, is seated in heaven, above all rulers and 

authorities, including evil spirits, He has given the same power to the church to proclaim 

this power to the other powers that might be active in destroying God’s people. The role 

of the church, Paul says is to showcase God’s wisdom and the diversity of His riches to 

the whole universe. Paul’s point here is that, this incredibly great power and wisdom that 
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has been given to the church is also available to them as Gentiles now adopted as 

children of God. Brothers and sisters, think about this, if we as the church have the power 

and ability to display God’s power and wisdom to spiritual authorities, what more what 

greater works can we do for the salvation of our brothers and sisters who are still 

languishing in the darkness of sin. If each one of us brings just one sinner to known 

Christa year, imagine how great would be the Lord’s harvest. 

Because of this esteemed position in Christ, Paul says, now all of us, Jews and Gentiles, 

as children of God can now boldly and confidently draw near to God as children coming 

to their Father. It is the union with Christ that brings the boldness to fearlessly proclaim 

His kingdom, not only in Paul but in us too. We can confidently say, “Here am I Lord, send 

me where the harvest is ready and the need is greatest”. From chapter four to the end of 

the letter Paul will now be showing them how in they can confidently mature and gain the 

fullness of Christ (4:13). 

 

Conclusion (13) 

Paul closes the description of his stewardship of God’s good news to the gospel going 

back to his suffering i.e. the imprisonment he raised in verse 1. He is saying, brothers and 

sisters don’t lose heart for the gospel because of my suffering in prison. This is how God 

in His sovereignty and providence has seen it fit for you to benefit from the good news of 

the gospel. My suffering has been commissioned so I bring you the good news of your 

privileged status in Christ. My suffering may be painful to me but it is for your good  and 

glory, so please accept it and glorify God for it.  

This is also a message to us bazalwane, that on the highway of God’s service may mean, 

“suffering now and glory later”. I must admit that this is a very difficult message especially  

for us in the 21st century used to the nice and comfortable life that modernity and 

technology has brought to us. May I conclude by challenging two people today; 

1. If you still fill that you are still an outsider to the glories and privileged of being a 

child of God, please go and reflect and pray on this Scripture in Romans 10:8-12; 

“8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” [a] that 

is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus 

is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth 

that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in 

him will never be put to shame.”[b] 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—

the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him” 

 

2. If you are a born again Christian with full assurance of your salvation, please go 

and reflect and pray on this Scripture; 

 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A8-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28197a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A8-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28200b
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And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. Who should be doing evangelism and discipleship in your church, and what resources do 
they need to have to accomplish this task?  

2. Paul suffered a lot to get the gospel out to the gentile world including us. What are the 
implications of seeing gospel mission in the light of “suffering now and glory later”? 

3. Paul says God has open the gates for all people to be one in Him. What are some of the 
things in your culture that lead to Christians having one leg in Christianity and the other in 
“their culture?”. 
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Introduction 

Self-introduction and prayer ….and reading the text (Eph 3:1:13) 

Chapters 1-3, of Ephesians deal with God’s eternal plan for creating a new people 

“the Church” seen so far in … Jews, chosen by God to display His purpose to all 

nations, have now been formed together into one new person with the Gentiles to 

create one new creation family (2:1-14). Later in chapters 4-6 we will be seeing how 

God grows and matures church for the end times.  

God’s mission on earth is carried out by human instruments – “the Church “or the 

people that he calls to display His will and glory to the world. In church language, 

those that God designates to do fulltime ministry are often described as “Called” by 

God.  Calling  work of the Holy Spirit, the small irresistible voice that persistently 

pushes you to want to do God’s will. Humanly, very difficult process, an internal 

struggle with self against all logical reasoning. This struggle involves questions like; 

1. Is it the right time? 2. What if this small voice is mine and not from God? 3. What 

if I eventually fail? 4. Do I have all it takes to go into fulltime ministry? 5. What 

about my family, will I be able to adequately provide for them? 

Calling is quite a mystery  always be unique for each person. God’ sovereign 

decision and election, towards achieving His own purpose and will chapter 1:4-5. 

Might be familiar with story of call of the Paul who is writing this letter to... Paul no 

luxury to go back and forth consulting … whether to serve God ... Experience to 

Damascus, .. arrest Christians  bolt of lightning left him blind that state he met Lord 

Jesus … commissioned .. leave persecuting Church and serve Jesus as Lord.  Got 

it right  hit the ground running on fire preaching the good news of Lord Jesus Christ. 

Today meet him possibly writing one of his last letters as a prisoner for Christ, and 

happily serving his Lord. 

Verse 1, Paul is about to pray for the Ephesian church, but cuts short his prayer to 

explain the nature of his calling to participate in God’s divine mystery of creating 

the church – His new people. 
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The divine mystery revealed (2-7) 

Interrupts prayer V2 give account of his ministry. Says mission, commissioned God, 

to reveal God’s secret (Mystery) to the Ephesians). Even recipients … not paying 

attention … letter was being read, I guess .. very part caught their attention. Who 

not want to hear a secret from God. Midst of the covid 19, suppose God Himself, 

“Listen my people, I have a secret to reveal to you”. Who not stand in their tracks to want 

to listen and know what that secret is. Paul … “the prayer can wait, need to get this 

right”. Even tho P says a mystery (hidden knowledge), says it is not new to them. 

Have already heard how God has revealed his mission … Gentile world through Paul. 

Himself  written about it, possibly letters to other churches. P’s letters were not only 

sent to one church. Lt could be directed specific church, but circulated to other 

churches. Could possibly referring to earlier sections  in chapters 1&2, particularly in 

2:19-22. 

 

But what was the content of this mystery he so much wanted them to know? As was 

clearly explained last sermon, secret was… Gentiles been included in God’s family, 

the body of Christ. V2 &3, P explains stewardship or role God has given to him, for 

them (gentiles) to know  they are now part of God’s family. This  a specific revelation 

given to Paul as a missionary to the Gentiles. Most of the church leaders of his time 

limited their missionary work only to the Jews or allowed gentiles be Christians 

under Jewish terms and laws, like demanding .. Gentiles needed to be first 

circumcised to be Christian. Instead P taught that, all people Jews or Gentiles saved 

only by grace through Christ, which is God’s gift (2:8-10)  nothing to do with tribe, 

ethnicity or race. This is precisely .. led to Paul being arrested in Jerusalem and 

ended .. Roman prison. Though imprisoned by the Romans, he doesn’t, consider 

their prisoner, but “a prisoner of Christ for the sake of the salvation of the gentiles (v1).  
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Paul’s stewardship of the divine ministry (8-12) 

This section Paul will show how undeserving of God’s grace as a former 

persecutor  the church, God turned him around  fiery witness .. Gospel 

message. Paul not shy talking about his unworthiness and sinfulness  

B4 God prior to his conversion. No wonder ..describes himself as 

“worse than the least of all God’s people” (v8). He is what he is now, a 

servant of the Lord, commissioned to bring the message of God to 

Gentiles by God’s amazing grace and power. … same grace and power 

that has not only transformed him, but compels him leave his despicable 

past behind and run with God’s mission. Been qualified by God himself 

to be doing what he is doing. 

Message to the Ephesian church and to us bros and siss we move from 

wallowing self-pity unworthiness, but know that it is not about us and 

our abilities, but God. About drawing on God’s power and trusting that 

if we serve Him faithfully, .. Him who brings fruit to our labour. Let’s 

stand up .. faithfully sow the seed .. Gospel trusting God to raise it from 

the ground give abundant fruit. V 9 -11 P moves on to bring out the 

purpose for which God has sent him as missionary to the gentiles. 

Secret hidden to many in the past was that God had purposed to bring 

all nations .. under His Son’s rule (1:10) as inheritors of His great and 

glorious treasures (1;18-19).  

Power by which Jesus created the Church – body of believers, now has 

to be manifested by the church to the “the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly realms”. Because Christ, head of the Church, seated in heaven, 

above all rulers and authorities, including evil spirits, Given same 

power to the church to proclaim this power to the other powers that 

might be active in destroying God’s people. Role of the church, P says 

to showcase God’s wisdom and the diversity of His riches to the whole 

universe. P’s point that, this incredibly great power and wisdom that has 

been given to the church is also available to them as Gentiles now 

adopted as children of God. Bros and siss, think about this, if we as the 

church have the power and ability to display God’s power and wisdom 

to spiritual authorities, what more  & what greater works can we do for 
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the salvation of our brothers and sisters who are still languishing in the 

darkness of sin. If each one of us brings just one sinner in a year to know 

Christ, imagine how great would be the Lord’s harvest. 

Because of this esteemed position in Christ, P says, now all of us, Jews 

and Gentiles, as children of God can now boldly and confidently draw 

near to God as children coming to their Father. It is the union with Christ 

that brings the boldness to fearlessly proclaim His kingdom, not only in 

Paul but in us too. We can confidently say, “Here am I Lord, send me 

where the harvest is ready and the need is greatest”. From chapter four 

to the end of the letter Paul will now be showing them how in they can 

confidently mature and gain the fullness of Christ (4:13). 
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Conclusion (13) 

Paul closes the description of his stewardship of God’s good news of 

the gospel by going back to his suffering i.e. the imprisonment he raised 

in verse 1. He is saying, bros and siss don’t lose heart for the gospel 

because of my suffering in prison. This is how God in His sovereignty 

and providence has seen it fit for you to benefit from the good news of 

the gospel. My suffering has been commissioned so I bring you the 

good news of your privileged status in Christ. My suffering may be 

painful to me but it is for your good  and glory, so please accept it and 

glorify God for it.  

Message to us bazalwane, that being on the highway of God’s service 

may mean, “suffering now and glory later”. Must admit is a very difficult 

message especially  for us in the 21st century used to the nice and 

comfortable life that modernity and technology has brought to us. May 

I conclude by challenging two people today; 

1. If you still feel that you are still an outsider to the glories and 

privileged of being a child of God, please go and reflect and pray 

on this Scripture in Romans 10:8-12; “8 But what does it say? “The word 

is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,”[a] that is, the message 

concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your mouth, 

“Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and 

are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and 

are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never 

be put to shame.”[b] 12 For there is no difference between Jew and 

Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on 

him” 

 

2. If you are a born again Christian with full assurance of your 

salvation, please go and reflect and pray on this Scripture; 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who 
will go for us?” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A8-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28197a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A8-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28200b
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And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

 

 

 

 


