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Walk in the unity of the victorious Christ 

Purpose Statement 

Live in unity because the victorious Christ has equipped 

you for works of service so that you mature in Him 

Greeting 

I greet you all in the wonderful name of our saviour Jesus 

Christ. My name is Musa Ntinga from Christ Central 

Soweto. And welcome to Christ Central Soweto, were we 

exist to know the Lord Jesus Christ, love one another and 

reach out to Soweto with the gospel of Christ. 

Over the last couple of weeks we have going through a 

series through Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, a series we 

have titled “God’s grand design”. Today we have reached 

a major turning point in the book as we shift our focus 

from the calling that we have received to the walking in 
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that calling. Before we go any further let me ask the Lord 

to help us.  

Let’s pray… 

Introduction 

Today as I have said we will be looking at what it means 

to live as a Christian. Over the years people have often 

looked at Christianity as something that is not relevant for 

our lives today. You have heard the saying… 

“we are so earthly minded that we are of no earthly use” 

What is being implied by this saying is that our salvation 

is really for heaven which means that Christians don’t 

engage with what is happening around them but worry 

about getting to heaven. What sayings like these do 

capture is that there is a tension we experience as 

Christians between our calling and the current world we 

live in. On the one hand we have been saved by God, we 
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are now children of the most high, we have been united 

with God and with one another, and we have the power 

of God at work in us. On the other hand, we are not the 

complete product yet. The challenges of this world affect 

us, we often are easily distracted by the lies and deceit 

we see around us, and walking in unity and love is hard 

So how do we reconcile these two realities of Christ’s 

kingdom being now but not yet? Pretending as if this 

tension does not exist is to make ourselves vulnerable to 

the attacks of the devil because he will use our ignorance 

to defeat us. Thankfully in Ephesians 4vs1-16 Paul 

bridges that gap and tension for us and tells us that Christ 

did not abandon us to find our own way but he has 

equipped us for this journey that we need to walk on our 

way to heaven.  
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Context 

Just a bit of context about where we find ourselves in 

Ephesians, the apostle has been reminding the churches 

in Ephesus about the blessings that they have received 

in Christ. How Christ has brought them from death to life 

through his death on the cross.  

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. (2:8-9) 

Not only have we been saved by grace but Christ has now 

brought peace between Jew and Gentile by breaking the 

wall of hostility between the two and make one new 

humanity out of the two. 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 

strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also 

members of his household… (2:19) 



Page 5 of 16 
 

Lastly Paul has been chosen by God, along with many 

others to proclaim the mystery of God. 

6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are 

heirs together with Israel, members together of one 

body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ 

Jesus. 

So he has been praying that we would truly grasp the 

relevance and the reality of these truths for ourselves for 

the God who gave has given us this calling is both willing 

and able to fulfil them in our lives. 

And so, in 4:1 Paul tells us that in light of this great calling 

you have received you need to live in a particular way. 

So, my first point is… 

Live in a manner worthy of your calling (v 1-6) 

The Christian response to the grace of God is not to sit 

and wait for his return, like a man who hides in a bunker 
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waiting for the battle to end. You are also not to assimilate 

into the world, like a spy who blends in with their 

surroundings such that you can’t even pick him out from 

those who are his enemies. Our responsibility is to live up 

to who we are, as vs. 1 puts it… 

4 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life 

worthy of the calling you have received. 

The young people of today say ‘fake it till you make it’ 

except that as a Christian you are not faking it, you are 

already a child of God, you are born again, you have been 

reconciled to God so live up to that reality. The one who 

wants you to fake it is the devil, he wants to convince you 

that this is not you, that your calling is all lies but Paul 

says even though I am a prisoner I urge you to live up to 

who you are. 
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This is a little like the Lion King, I don’t know if you have 

watched the movie. Simba had a birth right to be king one 

day but his uncle Scar through deceit convinced him  that 

he was not worthy and so he ran away to live like a wild 

pig and not like the King that he truly was. Don’t be like 

Simba, live in a manner worthy of the calling you have 

received. 

But what does that mean for us Christians? It is a life 

marked by a posture of humility, love, and unity in the 

Spirit, according to vs.2&3… 

2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 

with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the 

unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

We live in a world where humility, gentleness and 

patience are seen as weaknesses to be overcome and 

not virtues to be pursued. We are told ‘if you have it flaunt 
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it’ our mothers who persevered through suffering are now 

seen as doormats yet the gospel calls us to be known as 

people who are humble, gentle and patient. Humility 

means you that you place others before yourself and do 

things for their best interest. Gentle means we are kind, 

calm, and not violent. Patient means we bear with our 

struggles and pain.  

We don’t only bear with our struggle but in love we bear 

with each other. We do what is best for each other, we 

care for one another for this is what it means to walk in a 

manner worthy of our calling. 

We do all this making every effort to keep the unity of the 

Spirit and the bond of peace. We are to be people of unity 

because God is one and he has called us into oneness. 

Vs. 4… 
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4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 

called to one hope when you were called; 5 one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of 

all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

Sin scatters but God unites. He unites because that it who 

He is, and when He calls us, He calls us to unite in Him. 

In fact, the other virtues of humility, love and patience 

foster unity among people for any family or people who 

are like this are united. 

Now God did not call us to walk in this manner without 

giving us the tools to achieve this. This is what vs.7-10 is 

about, we have all we need… 

for Christ has ascended above (v 7-10) 

Brothers and sisters, we don’t serve a defeated King but 

an ascended King. And this glorified King gives us gifts 

according his own measure. To make this point clear the 
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apostle alludes to Psalm 68:18. In Psalm 68 God is 

praised for he has defeated his enemies and now he 

climbs to mount Zion with his captives, and with gifts from 

people including his enemies. This is picture of a 

triumphal entry of a King who has been victorious in war. 

In those days when kings returned, they would be 

followed by a long train of all the gifts and prisoners they 

have received.  

Paul is saying, look at your King. He has ascended on 

High (in other words victorious), the enemies are now his 

prisoners and now he gives gifts to his people by 

equipping them for what they need to do. 

In vs. 9-10 he reiterates the scope of Christ’s victory. He 

not only defeated those who are above but even kings 

below that you feared, he has defeated death, and now 

he fills all things. 
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and equipped us for works of service (v 11-13) 

King Jesus, the victorious one, he personally gave… 

the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 

and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, 

so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all 

reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 

of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 

measure of the fullness of Christ. 

We have been equipped with the tools we need to live up 

to our calling through the provision of people who serve 

us by bringing us the Word of God and letting that Word 

bear in our lives on a regular basis. If you look at all the 

offices that have been mentioned here in vs. 11 

the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 

and teachers… 
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These are all Word ministries. The apostles and prophets 

have already been mentioned in Ephesians 2vs20 as 

those who built the foundation meaning the Bible (or 

God’s revelation). The evangelists are those who go out 

and proclaim the Word, breaking new ground and calling 

many to God. The pastor and teachers apply the word 

more regularly and care for the people of God through the 

Word. 

All these offices have one goal in mind… 

12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the 

body of Christ may be built up 

Notice with me that works of service are not the 

responsibility of the pastor/teacher or the evangelist but 

the responsibility of the people of God. My responsibility, 

the leaderships responsibility is to equip you so that you 

can serve one another. A church where only a few serve 
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and others are passive recipients is a church that doesn’t 

get why they exist. We are not the players and you the 

spectators, we all are playing on the pitch but with 

different responsibilities. 

And of course, we celebrate this because our gifts and 

our serving is a sign that Christ has the victory and his 

purposes are being fulfilled in us. 

And as hear the word of God and we serve one another, 

and bear with one another in love and in unity we are 

being built up and maturing till we reach the fullness of 

God in Christ. 

so that you are built up in Him (v 14-16) 

Maturity is important Bazalwane, if we are not growing 

and maturing then we are dying and are in danger of 

tossed around by anything that comes. This is the point 

that Paul makes in vs. 14… 
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14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and 

forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every 

wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of 

people in their deceitful scheming. 

Now I love my new born son, uHlulani, but everytime I 

look at him I am terrified by how weak he is. He can’t feed 

himself, he can’t turn around, he can’t change himself, his 

life is literally in the hands of whoever is next to him. This 

is why as parents we protect him, mom’s take maternity 

leave till the baby is at the point where they mature and 

are a bit more independent. Now imagine Hlulani at the 

age of 20, lying there only able to cry for attention. If that 

happens we would have failed as parents because we 

would not have equipped him for life. 

It is the same for us Christians, we need to keep growing 

into Christ, our muscles must develop, the structure must 
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be go up till it is complete or else you will not fulfil your 

purpose, you will just be misused and abused by anyone 

who comes along. 

Now if you disconnect yourself from the head, that is 

Christ, how do you expect to get stronger? If you don’t get 

built according to the plans of the architect/Engineer how 

do you expect to be strong enough to stand? Let us not 

get stuck in perpetual childhood as Christians, being only 

satisfied with just milk and not growing in humility, love, 

and unity through the Word of God. If we do that friends, 

we are setting ourselves up for failure even though we 

have been equipped with every gift we need to not only 

survive but to thrive in our calling. 

Bazalwane, In Christ… 



Page 16 of 16 
 

the whole body, joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its work. 

If we want to be relevant to this world, if we want to live 

up to the calling we have received in Christ, if we want to 

grow in Him then we need to recognise that we are not 

the finished product yet we need to keep growing. The 

good news is that Christ is victorious and he has given us 

everything we need to serve him. We must be listen to 

those who teach us the Word of God and do what it says. 

We must strive to love one another in humility and in 

unity, we must stand firm in Christ and we will made 

complete in Him. 

Let us serve the victorious King! 

Let’s pray… 


