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A gospel that brings peace 

Purpose Statement 

The gospel of Christ brings peace to hostile races/tribes by 

making one humanity through the Spirit 

Greeting 

I greet you all in the wonderful name of our saviour Jesus 

Christ. My name is Musa Ntinga from Christ Central 

Soweto. And I want to welcome you all as we continue in 

our series titled God’s grand design, a journey through 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. Ephesians 2vs11-22 is a 

continuation of Paul’s argument about the power of God, 

specifically how the mighty power that God demonstrated 

in Christ affects believers as a people. Let me read the 

passage and then we will pray. 
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11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by 

birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves 

“the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human 

hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from 

Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the 

covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the 

world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away 

have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups 

one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 

hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its 

commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in 

himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making 

peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 

through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He 

came and preached peace to you who were far away and 

peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have 

access to the Father by one Spirit. 
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19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 

strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also 

members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 

cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and 

rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too 

are being built together to become a dwelling in which God 

lives by his Spirit. 

Introduction 

You know Growing up in South Africa, we all grow up 

knowing that there is a pecking order in society. We all 

grow up, or at least I did knowing that white people were 

at the top of the pecking order and live fancy lives in big 

houses and never interacted with us black people unless 

they had to. We, black people, were at the bottom with 

only a few of us being able to reach the heights of whites. 

Because of the fall of apartheid, I was aware of the 
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injustices and knew that they must be fought against and 

resisted them where I could. And I grew up knowing God 

to be an ally in this fight because of what I read in the 

bible. So it really came as a shock to me, in high school 

when I learned about the reasons and justifications the 

white powers gave for what they did, a significant and 

powerful motivation was that this was the will of God. 

I remember wrestling with this idea in my heart because 

the reality of black people ( and the mental and emotional 

struggle of feeling inferior) but also I was wrestling with 

my own spirituality as well as I was considering if I wanted 

a deeper relationship with God. But how do I worship a 

God who sees me as less than white people, I reasoned 

as a teenager? If he loves these white folks so much, then 

they must worship him and not me. And then I remember 

something in my spirit say( whether that was a voice, or 

just my thoughts, I don’t know): This is not what I said but 
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what they said about me to justify their own actions. And 

so, I went from reading the history book to reading the 

bible and asked what does God think of me as a black 

man? 

I have chatted to many of you in the church about this 

question, I know all of us at some point are confronted 

with the reality of being a black Christian, and this reality 

hits you more when you interact with white people on a 

regular basis. You just can’t help but ask the question, 

what is God doing with our races and tribes? And are we 

a valuable part of that plan? 

Context 

In Ephesians 2vs11-22, Paul addresses the question of 

God’s grand design and he does so by panning back a bit 

from focussing on us as individuals to us as people 

groups. He does this by focussing on the conflict between 
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Jew and Gentile(nations) and through those people 

groups reveals to us what he intended for all people 

groups. Ephesians 2vs1-10 focussed on the vertical 

relationship between us and God while vs. 11-22 

focusses on the horizontal relationship between us as 

people groups.  

The structure of vs. 11-22 follows closely the structure of 

vs. 1-10. Paul begins by highlighting our reality before 

Christ (a reality of exclusion and hopelessness) and then 

he proceeds to tell us what Christ has done for us ( in 

bringing peace) and lastly we see the implications of 

Christ’s work (which is inclusion and membership). 

So, let’s begin in vs. 11-12, with the reality of… 
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Exclusion and hopelessness (vs.11-12) 

Vs 11-12 reads as follows:  

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by 

birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves 

“the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human 

hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from 

Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the 

covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the 

world. 

Paul begins by addressing the Gentile Christians and the 

hostility they had with the Jews. They were Gentiles by 

birth and called ‘uncircumcised’ by the Jews. To us this 

term “uncircumcised’ means nothing but in the first 

century the Jews said this to Gentiles as a derogatory 

term meant to highlight barbarousness of the Greeks or 

Gentiles, much like in South Africa Kaffir (which is just a 



Page 8 of 16 
 

word meaning unbeliever) is used as a derogatory term 

against black people.  

Just to help you understand the levels of 

hostility between the Jews and the Gentiles in the first 

century listen to how this writer described it:  

 “The Jew had an immense contempt for the Gentile. The 

Gentiles, said the Jews, were created by God to be fuel for 

the fires of hell. God, they said, loves only Israel of all the 

nations that he had made…It was not even lawful to render 

help to a Gentile mother in her hour of sorest need, for that 

would simply be to bring another Gentile into the world. Until 

Christ came, the Gentiles were an object of contempt to the 

Jews. The barrier between them was absolute. If a Jewish 

boy married a Gentile girl, or if a Jewish girl married a Gentile 

boy. The funeral of the Jewish boy or girl was carried. Such 

contact with a Gentile was equivalent of death.”  
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The Gentile identity meant they were alienated by the 

Jews. Some of this alienation and hard stemmed from the 

Greek/Romans own superiority complex, the Romans 

ruled most of Europe, the Middle East the North of Africa. 

Greek philosophy and education were making huge 

strides in our understanding of the world and science. So, 

they looked down on others because they had conquered 

them. 

But Israel were the people of the covenant which meant 

that Gentiles were not part of God’s covenant of promise 

and so they were not the people of God. They are 

described as without hope and without God in the world, 

a very dark picture indeed.    

This picture of the Gentile before their knowledge of 

Christ is true for us also, when we were outside of Christ 

or if we remain outside of Christ. Despite how religious 
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we were and our best efforts without Christ, we remained 

alienated from God and still under his wrath because no 

one can save themselves.  

Vs. 11-12 joins the dots in ways we don’t usually join 

them. He says that our broken relationship with God, not 

only affects how we see God but also how we see each 

other. Our relationships are characterised by mistrust and 

conquest. Not only are we dead in our sins we are also 

dead to one another. 

Christ’s peace and reconciliation (vs. 13-18) 

Thank God that this was before because vs 13 starts with 

the conjunction “But now” in vs. 13 which signals a great 

contrast with the situation that was before.  

The person who achieves this new breakthrough is Jesus 

Christ, it is only in Christ that this all happens. 

Christ’s work is mentioned a number of times in this 
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section, for example,  it is through his blood that Christ 

brings people near (vs. 13), it is by his flesh that he 

abolishes the law that caused division (vs. 15), it was in 

his one body that he reconciled all (vs. 16), it was through 

the cross that Jesus put to death the hostility (vs. 16). 

Brothers and sisters, it is because of Christ’s death on the 

cross for our sake that we are now have this new reality.  

Two words capture what Christ has achieved for us, it is 

the words ‘Peace’ and ‘reconciliation’.  

Christ is our peace 

He “is our peace” vs. 14 states. By that it means that 

Christ brought peace between two warring nations of Jew 

and Gentile by removing the wall of hostility. He did this 

by abolishing the legal code of the law. The Law in and 

off itself is not evil but because of sin in humanity the law 

exposed and fanned the hostility between Jew and 
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Gentile and between God and man. The law stood in 

condemnation of Israel because of their inability to keep 

it but it also excluded the Gentiles because they were not 

a part of it. But by Christ fulfilling the law by his death on 

the cross Jesus made one new man from the 

two and brought about peace as a result (vs.15). The 

message of the gospel reached out to the Jews (who 

were near) as well as the Gentiles (who were far away), 

Christ preached to both. Jesus preached, a message of 

peace, not just peace not between two nations 

but peace between God and man that brought access to 

the Father by the Spirit of God. The alienation that the 

Gentiles once had is no more in Christ. There is now no 

inequality between Jew and Gentile, both have peace 

with God and are one humanity in Christ.  
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Christ reconciles us 

The word reconcile is related to the peace. It 

communicates the mending of the relationship with God, 

the hostility with God that was spoken off in vs. 3 is now 

removed in Christ not only for the Jew but also for the 

Gentile, who are now one man in Christ. Vs. 19-22 shows 

us what reconciliation looks by showing us the 

implications of Christ’s work for us. 

Inclusion into God’s family (vs. 19-22) 

Because of Christ’s work we have a new identity in Christ, 

Gentiles and Jews are both citizens and members of 

God’s household.  

Citizens with God’s people (vs. 19)  

The Gentiles have now joined Israel in that enviable title 

of being called God’s people. The promises of God in the 

bible include us as well. The imagery here is one of 
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kingdoms with Christ our king now reigning, and we enjoy 

the rights of citizenship. 

Temple of God (vs. 19 & 21)  

The second imagery is two metaphors rolled into one, we 

are the family of God and the temple of God. The Gentiles 

are now described as members of God’s 

household and the building material in the construction of 

God’s dwelling place. This dwelling is built on the 

foundation of the word of God (that is what is meant by 

apostles and prophets) and this dwelling place is 

completely supported by Christ, as the chief cornerstone. 

The picture we see here is one of a complete turnaround, 

from exclusion to citizenship and adoption. From hostility 

to peace and reconciliation. From hopelessness to being 

part of God’s grand design. 
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Conclusion 

To say that this has massive implications for our world is 

to state the obvious, our challenge today is that 

expressions of overt racism or tribalism are rare and so 

acts of discrimination and otherness is much more subtle 

for us. No one is going to walk around calling you a kaffir 

or tell you that you can’t enter a particular building, yet we 

know that racism still exists. Our work for us as Christians 

is to confront it where we see it because it is not part of 

God’s grand design. We must not look like the world when 

it comes to these discriminatory practices (as we sadly 

often do). This goes for racists attitudes but also for 

structures that perpetuate the advancement of one group 

over another. 

In terms of tribalism it is the same. In South Africa we 

have been fortunate that our political leaders were mature 
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enough to not let tribalism influence politics but we are 

aware that sometimes in how we speak and act, we do 

place more value in one group over the other. We must 

fight this and make sure that in all ways we display the 

unity that God is calling for. 

I grew up noticing a pecking order in terms of success 

and the colour of one’s skin. I pray that my children will 

not look at the world or worse the church and think that 

there is no place for their culture or their people here. May 

they see that Christ came to bring peace to a hostile world 

and that Christ Central Soweto is a beautiful expression 

of that reality for those in Christ.  

Let me pray… 

If you would like to find out more about us or listen to more 

of our talks you can find us on christcentralsoweto.co.za. 

Stay blessed. 


