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Reading of the Scripture and Pray  

1 Corinthians 4:6-13  

6 Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos 

for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, “Do 

not go beyond what is written.” Then you will not be puffed up in being a 

follower of one of us over against the other. 7 For who makes you different 

from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did 

receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?  

8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have 

begun to reign—and that without us! How I wish that you really had begun to 

reign so that we also might reign with you! 9 For it seems to me that God has 

put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like those condemned 

to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to 

angels as well as to human beings. 10 We are fools for Christ, but you are so 

wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we are 

dishonored! 11 To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we 

are brutally treated, we are homeless. 12 We work hard with our own hands. 

When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when 

we are slandered, we answer kindly. We have become the scum of the earth, 

the garbage of the world—right up to this moment. 1 
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Introduction  

Ngiyakhumbula bazalwane ngenkathi umuntu esanda kusindiswa, we use to 

visits revival services ezazenzeka in our area. One particular revival service 

esasiyekuyona kwakugcwele yayi kwi-community hall, that was my first time 

ukubona i- community hall igcwele ngaleya ndlela, as we were waiting for 

Mfundisi wakhona ngamaculo, ngabona abantu making some sort of garden 

of honor kulilizwa and umphathi wohlelo embongela as he was coming up e- 

stage, I mean you could picture the coming of Jesus through that. This 

Prophet of God was the main speaker and you could see ukuthi he was the 

most gifted one kubobonke labo ababekhona, well I will not speak much about 

his preaching but the sad part for me was when people were told to bring 

money ngaphambili and ask whatever they want from the prophet, to see 

people crying and desperate becela and being given false hope, leyo yavele 

yenza ukuthi ngihambe. Angazi noma wena mzalwane lapho ekhaya useke 

waba nayo i- experience enjangale yami or have visited e Church where 

certain gifts are viewed superior to others njenge zipho zomculu, ukuphatha 

uhlelo, ukukhuluma ngelimi kanye nokushumayela, where these gifts are a 

means of status rather than service; la khona promises of heaven on earth 

are at the centre of everything but no one seems to experience that kind of life 

that they are promising, maybe few are within the church but they still face 

troubles in this life in one way or the other.  Have you ever wonder why these 

leaders are doing such things? Well, Paul is going to help us today as the 

Church in Corinth was experiencing a similar theological disconnect from 

what their leaders were in Christ and how they lived, Paul will help us by 

showing us a vaccine to such sickness.  

The foolishness of boasting (v.6-7)  

In v.6, “6 Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to myself 

and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning 

of the saying, “Do not go beyond what is written.” Then you will not be 

puffed up in being a follower of one of us over against the other,”  here 

Paul name himself and Apollos as prominent names from the faction that we 

have witnessed in Corinth and he says that within themselves they have 

applied what he calls “ do not go beyond what is written” why? so that the 
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Corinthians leaders might learn something from them and stop treating them 

as if there were political party leaders in need of followers, now what is its that 

they have applied, one of the scholars says that to not go beyond what is 

written was a saying that philosophers of Corinth use to say to help their 

followers not to boast and bring about unity, but in this case, I do agree with 

others who says that Paul here is mentioning the OT Scriptures that talks 

about leadership and possible with sayings that he has been mentioning ch.1-

4. Paul and Apollos have applied these Scriptures in their lives and are 

witnessed in the way they live, will see more of that in V.8-13, and Paul hopes 

that the leaders of Corinth will learn from them, that Christian leaders are 

servants of Christ, coworkers in the gospel and managers of the gospel.  

In v.7, Paul ask these rhetorical questions that don’t need answers for they 

have answers within them, he does this in trying to lift the veil of pride that 

has blind them of the truth, that they are most spiritual gifted, full of wisdom 

and eloquent speakers, therefore, they don’t need anyone, they superior in 

comparison with the apostles, we see this in ch.1: “5 For in him you have 

been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all 

knowledge… 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift…” Being gifted 

in this way the leaders have puffed themselves up as if they have worked for 

these gifts excuse the pan. So, in v.7 Paul reveals the foolishness of their pride 

precisely because gifts are things that you do not deserve and that you don’t 

work for, he says “ 7 For who makes you different from anyone else? What 

do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do 

you boast as though you did not?” Paul shows the leaders that whatever 

theology that they have believed in has misled them because everything that 

they have, they have received it's from Christ, their salvation; spiritual gifts; 

wisdom, of which Christ is the wisdom of God and material things, all these 

they have received it from God through Christ, actually, apart from Christ 

they are nothing, ch.1: “ 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were 

when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; 

not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 

chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 

weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly 
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things of this world and the despised things2” And this theology of 

predestination should have led the Corinthians leaders to be humbled and 

filled with gratitude and that the vaccine. What a reminder today, it is true 

that most of us Christianity and roles that we have has turned to been a 

source of status a way of viewing ourselves as better than others rather than 

of gratitude and service, ngiyakhumbula ngisase College ngendlela 

esasibukela ngayo phansi labo ababengayona inxenye ye denomination 

yethu, we viewed ourselves as better because we were reformed and 

Anglicans, uma- ungum-Baptist you needed to reform ubhabhadise 

abantwana, if you were charismatic heaven was far away from you; I praise 

God for his grace for rescuing me from this ill prejudice. All that we have has 

been given to us nothing that we have we truly deserve, God has given us 

grace instead of wrath and death. May we be reminded of Jesus who truly had 

everything but for our sake decided to be poor so that we can be rich, may we 

not lose sight of the cross as a reminder of these things.  

Christ centred Leadership (v.8-13)  

Paul here in v.8, he ironically pulls another curtain in showing Corinthian 

leaders how their pride that is informed by worldly wisdom gave them false 

hope and misses the mark of Jesus’ teaching and following in his footsteps, 

that is the way to glory goes through the cross, there is no crown of gold 

without the crown of thorns. Paul is going to make that contrast here 

between them the apostles and how they are treated because of being the 

servants of Christ against Corinthian leaders whom the world is treating 

them like kings. V.8 “ Already you have all you want! Already you have 

become rich! You have begun to reign—and that without us! How I wish 

that you really had begun to reign so that we also might reign with 

you!”  “You have all you want and have become rich” this is the truth, in 

Christ, they have all they want, they are rich in Ch.1v5,7; now because of 

these experiences of speaking in tongues, prophesying and so forth they 

think that they have arrived, heaven has come down, Christ has returned 

already, therefore they will be no more sin any more, no suffering, no 

poverty, no injustice, a whole new world without any pandemics and Paul is 

saying Wow! We brought the gospel to you as your leaders but it seems like 

 
2 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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we have been forgotten and you are reigning already without us! And how 

Paul wish that was true because of their experiences in that they can reign 

with them.  

In v9-13, Paul reveals the reality of the servants of God and Christians in 

general on this side where Christ has come and died for our sins at the 

cross, resurrected from the dead and ascended to the right hand of the 

Father and waiting for his coming back to fulfil what he has begun at the 

cross, making all things new. We are in this tension where Christ has begun 

the work in our lives but it hasn’t come into its fullness. This is how Paul 

describes the status of their role in this tension “9 For it seems to me that 

God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like 

those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle 

to the whole universe, to angels as well as to human beings. 10 We are 

fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are 

strong! You are honored, we are dishonored! 11 To this very hour we go 

hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are 

homeless. 12 We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we 

bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we are slandered, 

we answer kindly. We have become the scum of the earth, the garbage 

of the world—right up to this moment. 3” If you follow closely this 

description of the Apostles experience of being servants of Christ you will see 

that it resembles the experience of their Master Jesus. It was Jesus who was 

put on display by the Roman empire and Jewish Council in front of Pilate, 

falsely accused like a criminal an unwanted thing in the society and brutally 

murdered, nailed naked at the cross for our sins. In v 11 and 12, It was 

Jesus again who was homeless who slept wherever they will open a space 

for him, he was acquainted with hunger, with being in rags and cold, and 

being brutally treated and to work with his hands so that He will relate with 

every person in the society and those people can experience God with us. 

Finally, it was Jesus on his final hour at the cross who says “Father forgive 

them for they do not know what they are doing” to his enemies, to us who 

were God’s enemies and to you at home who are still God enemy if you 
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haven’t encountered Jesus as your saver, in Jesus, there is forgiveness of 

sin, come and experience the living water that brings everlasting peace.  

Paul shows the Corinthians how Christ-centred leadership is like, it is 

characterized by the Cross it doesn’t boast on things that you have been 

given but boast in God, it humble, it giving rather than getting and it 

endures suffering in this world and put its hope on the promises of God that 

the day is coming where all who have endured, remained faithful will receive 

their reward from God.  

Amen.  

 

Reflection Questions: 

• How are you showing a sense of gratitude towards God’s provision for 

your spiritual and material needs?  

• How does Christ’ s suffering; death; resurrection and reigning helps 

you interpret your suffering now?  

 

 

 


