
Passage: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Topic: Remove leaders as focus in the church and focus on God who gives growth to His field. 

Introduction 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have been going through a series on leadership through the book 1 

Corinthians, working to understand leadership in the church and how we must view the leaders in the 

church. Paul is writing to the Corinthian church which is divided and there are different factions within 

the church. We read in chapter 1:12 “What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I 

follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” Paul is writing to appeal to 

them to be united and that there may be no divisions in the church. In today’s passage Paul structures 

his appeal as follows: 

- He identifies the problem with their spiritual condition (Vv1 - 3a) 

- He shows the symptoms of the problem they have (Vv3b – 4) 

- He then gives them the cure (Vv5 – 9) 

Let’s read the passage - Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit 

but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you 

were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still worldly. For since there is 

jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? 4 For 

when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as 

the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been 

making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, 

who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they 

will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are 

God’s field, God’s building. 

When you have a newborn baby it goes through development stages. They start gaining weight, with 

time they are rolling over back and forth till they able to sit on their own and walking without support. 

So it is with Christian life we begin as newborn babies in Christ and as we feed in God’s word we make 

progress in our Christian life.  But this was the problem with the Corinthians – they were not growing – 

they were still babies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 

A. The problem  
 
V1-3 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are 
still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. 
Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still worldly,  
 
Paul could not speak to the Corinthian believers as spiritual people. In the last section Paul made a 
distinction between man without the Spirit – those who do not accept the things of God- and spiritual 
man which is those who understand the things of God. Here Paul refers the Corinthians as worldly - 
infants in Christ. What he means is that he could not address them as people who live under the control 
of the Spirit. They are Christians but he says to them I could not address you as Christians who are living 
or submitting to the control of the Spirit. They have the Spirit of God in them, but they were not living by 
the Spirit. 
 
The problem with the Corinthians is – they were not progressing as Christians. They are worldly. Other 
bible versions use the term fleshly. What does this mean? 
 
Flesh refers to our sinful human nature or sinful desires in us. Scripture tells us that when we became 
Christians the old sinful nature is crucified with Christ. Galatians 5:24 “Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” Romans 6:6 “For we know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves to sin”. The old person who is dominated by sin has been executed on the cross, that we no 
longer live under the control of our old sinful nature. But you see Christians still battle with the old sinful 
nature in them. We still struggle with sin. In a sense the old self whose dominated by sin has been 
crucified in Christ but we need to continuously guard against its influence in our lives. We need to 
continuously guard against those desires within us that oppose the things of God.  
 
Paul identifies the problem of the Corinthians as that they are living under influence of their sinful 
desires. He diagnosis their condition as Christians who are fleshly. 
 
Look at verse 2 “I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not 
ready.” He goes back to the early days when he first came to them, they were babies so he taught them 
truths to help them grow as Christians. Like newborn babies he fed them with milk so that they can 
grow. But what is disappointing is that even now as he writes to them after many months since last 
seeing them, they have not made progress, they are still immature babies. They are still worldly. They 
still living according to their old sinful desires. They are not making any progress as Christians. He says to 
them “I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 
You are still worldly.” 
 
When we come across a baby who shows maturity beyond their age (behaving like an adult), we are 
impressed and praise them. But when adult behaves like a child, we are rightly disappointed. So the 
Corinthians ought to have made progress by now but they still have not. Sadly, this is the case for most 
Christians isn’t. If Paul is to examine our spiritual condition would the feedback be of someone who is 
making progress in their Christian maturity or would it be someone who is still living according to their 
old sinful desires, a baby in Christ.  
 



B. The symptoms  
 
How does Paul know this? Look with me at verse 3 “For since there is jealousy and quarreling among 
you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” 
and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings?  
 
Paul points out the Jealousy and quarrelling as some of the indicators of their worldliness or lack of 
growth. The jealousy and quarrelling is the evidence of their worldliness. There was attitude of jealousy 
which then causes disagreements and arguments amongst them which then ultimately led to divisions in 
the church. The Paul’s faction would be jealous of the Apollos faction and Apollos faction would be 
jealous of the Paul faction which then resulted in arguments.  
 
As soon as we start to have jealousy of what others have and can do this just leads to divisions in the 
church. We are behaving like the world when we start to compare ourselves with others, when we ask 
ourselves why should God bless Him or her over me. As soon as I start to become jealous of another 
Christian or Christian leader and be resentful and be very critical of others, it shows we are being 
immature and worldly. We are behaving just like how the world behaves. We sometime see this in our 
churches for example in the worship teams when members are jealous of one another singing, one say I 
can sing better and another say I can sing better which then leads to divisions. It happens when 
members start having preferences amongst the leaders based on what suits them. One says I like that 
preacher because he is more spiritual another says I like the other preacher because he is powerful 
when it comes to the Word. I am of Rev Musa or another says I am of pastor Todd or another I am 
pastor Nkululekho or Lerato or Tshepang or Hloni. Those are the symptoms that shows we are being 
worldly; it’s the evidence of immaturity. Just like babies we are being selfish and want our way. This is 
how babies behave. Divisions happen when there is worldliness in the church. It happens when 
Christians are not growing or maturing. Doesn’t mean that mature Christians will always agree in 
everything but how we handle those differences shows our spirituality. The covid 19 situation has been 
difficult for many churches especially with the lifting of restrictions, members have different views on 
way forward on whether church should open its doors or not but how we respond to those differences 
in views shows our spirituality. Do we act like the society around us which is divided over the restrictions 
and speak badly towards the government leaders? Divisions come when we behave like the world and 
that is the evidence of our lack of spiritual maturity.  
 
What then is the solution to this problem? What is the solution to their worldliness? What is the 
solution to their lack of growth? How can we as a CCS remain united and not be divided? How do we 
avoid jealousy and quarrelling amongst ourselves as Christians with our diversity in leadership and when 
we have different views? Perhaps deep in your heart you have started to prefer one of the leaders in the 
church over another. How should we view those entrusted with leadership in the church?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C. The cure  
 
Look with me from verse 5 “What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom 
you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 
but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, 
and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; 
you are God’s field, God’s building. 
 
Now in this section Paul helps the us to look at leaders from the standpoint of God’s perspective instead 
of man centered perspective which comes from our worldliness. 
  
1. Role of Paul and Apollos – servants whose tasks is given by God (V5) 
 
He reminds that Paul and Apollos are merely servants. They are fellow workers in God’s field, one plants 
the seed and the other one waters, and these tasks have been assigned by God to each worker. It is not 
Paul nor Apollos who are important in God’s field because they are just servants, they are fellow 
workers in God’s field doing the work God assigned to them. Paul and Apollos are not the ones who 
saved the Corinthians, and nor can they make them grow in their faith. 
 
2. Their success comes from God (V6 – 7) 
“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. So neither the one who plants 
nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.” 
 
The ones who do the planting or watering aren’t important, but God is important because He is the one 
who makes the seed grow. What is Paul and what is Apollos that they should cause divisions in this 
church? These are just servants that God used to cause this church to believe and making it grow. Paul 
and Apollos just did the work God assigned to them, but God is the one who gave the growth. So, then 
the obvious conclusion is that Paul and Apollos are nothing apart from God which then means God is 
everything.  
So, Paul is removing man from the center and putting God at the center. He is saying to them this is not 
about Paul or Apollos but God who is everything. God should be the focal point; He should be the center 
of everything. Paul plus Apollos equals nothing. They are nothing without God so why boast over 
leaders.  
 
3. The leaders are one  
V8 “The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded 
according to their own labor.” 
  
No one should be able to separate Paul and Apollos and boast in one over the other because they are 
one. If the one plants a seed and no one waters the ground, the seed will die and if one who waters the 
ground where no seed is planted then no crop will grow from that ground. The two have different roles 
and one is useless without the other. They both need each other for one purpose of growing the field. 
So why boast in one over the other, the two are not on opposing teams, its not Kaizer Chiefs vs Pirates. 
They work on the same field working towards for the same purpose.  
 
 
 



4. The workers and the field belong to God 
V9 “For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.” 
 
Here Paul sums up everything. It is God’s field. The workers belong to God and the field belongs to God. 
We all belong to God. Leaders don’t own the church, whether the bishops of our denomination nor do 
the members own the church, however time they dedicate to serving, however the money they tithe 
regularly it is God’s field.  So, the center of it all is God.  
 
Conclusion  
 
So how does this text guide us as CCS in terms of how we should view our leaders.  
 
Let us remove leaders as the point of focus but rather focus on God. 
 
Church we shouldn’t be boasting in our leaders. It’s not Rev Musa or pastor Todd or other leaders in CCS 
that we should be focusing on and boasting about. One thing we in the habit of doing as churches is 
identifying our churches around pastors and leaders. When people ask us which church, we go to we 
answer, “Christ Central Soweto ya mfundisi Ntinga”. Paul is reminding us that Rev Ntinga is a servant, 
our church council members are fellow workers being used by God to build His church. So, don’t boast in 
them rather focus on the one who gives the growth. Focus your eyes on the one who gives life and 
growth.  Brothers and sister’s growth is God’s business and only comes from Him and we are acting like 
the world when we forget that and start looking at leaders in the church as the point of focus.  
 
If Paul is to do the same diagnosis for your life, what would be the conclusion? I wonder what he would 
say of us as a church and individuals in the church. Mere infant, still worldly? Are we failing to make 
progress in our Christian walk? Is it perhaps because we are looking to men for what only God can do 
through Christ. The natural thing for us is to make church leaders our hero’s and we elevate them to the 
point where our spiritual progress is dependent on them. Brothers and sisters, God is calling today to no 
longer place our trust and confidence in men for spiritual growth, come back to Christ who alone gives 
the growth. No pastor, no church visions or programs will make you to be spiritual.  
 
Brothers and sisters we will be united when we grasp the center of our spirituality. Only God brings 
spiritual life and the way he does that it is through our Lord Jesus Christ  
 
Prayer 
 
We thank you for your word and we pray that through your Spirit help us to understand that the center 
of our spirituality is Christ. Free and protect us from those things that destroy Christian fellowship. 
Where there are divisions, we pray that you help us to refocus our eyes to you and you alone.  
 
If you need more resources visit us at www.christcentralsoweto.co.za 
 
Discussion questions: 
What caused divisions in the Corinthian church? 
How should we view our pastors and leaders in CCS and why? 
How are we tempted to boast in our leaders? 
 
 



Prayer focus: 
Pray for a grace to have a God-centered perspective on the church—including pastors and leaders. 


