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Devotion on Malachi 3:13-18

Those who fear the Lord will be saved

In this section, we have two groups those who are wicked and those who fear the Lord. In the first section of verse
13-15, we are introduced to those who are wicked, who have been pretending to be among those who are faithful,
whom their serving has been just a show and hoping that God will bless them. It those who come to Church not
because they are seeking to have a relationship with Jesus but are looking for the blessings. They are seeking for the
gifts but not the giver of the gifts. We see here that their hypocrisy does catch up with them, they can’t hide under
the church mask any longer, God challenged them in the previous section to repent and turn to him but here we see
that they haven’t changed. Instead of changing they put God in the dock and question his love, faithfulness and his
goodness and not seeing how blind they are because of their self-reliance. In verse 14 they say “... it is vain to serve
God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge of walking as in mourning before the Lord of hosts?” if you look
carefully the use of words that describes their relationship with God is “profit” it is in business terms, it what can |
get out of this, it consumer type of relationship. In v.15, it becomes more clear that God is kind of a shop that is not
satisfying and no longer meeting their demands and so they are looking elsewhere “But now we call the arrogant
blessed. Certainly evildoers prosper, and even when they put God to the test, they get away with it here, for me it a
final stamp of their unbelief, they see success in a place where God sees disaster and even warn his people not to
walk that road, they are paving their way without God because in their view God is not good and therefore outdated.

I’'m afraid that this kind of people are also among us today, who have come to look at what Jesus can give rather
than Jesus himself. Who are wonderful people and made in the image of God but who through their works rejects
the very God who made them and who is calling them to return to himself.

In v16-18, we see how wrong these people are and how they’ve set themselves in a place of God and thing that they
know how things should be and work. Here God reveals to us that He doesn’t change, He remains who He is, good,
just, loving and faithful always. Malachi tells us that there is a remnant of those who fear the Lord in v16, to fear the
Lord here it is not that of being scared of an abusive person but it is that of honour, it is that of respects, imagine
your favourite movie star, someone that you only see on tv, imagine receiving a call that you have been invited to
have a coffee or tea with that person, how would you feel? Excite! | can imagine, nervous, out of words, probably
even asking who are you that can meet with such a person, maybe even feeling that this must be a joke because you
are so overwhelmed with awe of meeting with such a person.

When the Bible talks about fear of the Lord, it talks about something like that, something that draws you near with
caution rather than drives you away, something that excites you like a boy who has been in a long-distance
relationship for years and is meeting his lover for the first time. Among wicked people they have been people who
have been feeling like this about God, they’ve been gathering together speaking to one another about God, not what
He gives but who He is, and who He is to them and v 16 tells that God paid attention and heard them and a book of
remembrance was written on their behalf.

In the Bible you will find out that kings had these books where one has written about their accomplishment, In the
book of Esther, you will remember that king ordered the books to be read to him and he finds out that he had not
honoured Modacai who had saved the kings life. Here that kind of a book is written about these believers how they
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are committed and remaining faithful to the covenant that God had with them even when the circumstances are not
allowing that.

Inv 17, God makes a promise that He will save them, not only just save them but they will be his people and He will
be their God. God uses the language of salvation here; they will be saved from what? Well, they will be saved from
God because on that day as Revelation tells us he will not come like a lamb as He has done through Jesus Christ to
die for our sins and declared us righteous before holy God and adopted us to his family so that we can call the God
who made the heavens and earth our Father because of what Jesus has done; but He will come like a Lion that has
come to devour all its enemies, all those who have cursed him, rejected him and relied upon their capabilities and
money in this world. By doing that he will show the world how loving, good and just He is, v18 “Then once more you
shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not
serve him.”

Amen.
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