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The nature of the church (1 Cor. 3vs10-17) 

Be careful how you build the Church, which is God’s building 

and temple, for you will be held accountable. 

Introduction 

Hi everyone, I greet you all in the wonderful name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. My name is Musa from Christ Central Soweto. 

Today we continue in our series on leadership from the book 

of 1 Corinthians 1-4, looking specifically at 3vs10-17. 

Before we begin let me pray… 

I want us to start today by playing a game, a word association 

game. I don’t know if you played this in school during English 

or life skills. This is a nice game because it helps you to see very 

quickly what you think of things, whether good or bad. So, if I 

say to you cat- you would say dog, or if I say goal you might  
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Ronaldo or if I say rich you  may say white, or if I say lockdown 

you might say lonely. 

If we played the same word association game but now about 

church leaders or Pastors, what words would you associate 

with them? I did this once in a bible study and these are some 

of the answers I got, maybe these resonate with you. People 

associated the word Pastor with words like greedy, corrupt, 

man of God, deep. I am sure we could come up with more, but 

the few things that are listed here paint a picture of aloofness, 

of being unrelatable, not being trustworthy, or being better 

than others. Maybe this was a group that was rather negative 

about Pastors, you would have used words like father, 

teacher, shepherd. This paints a picture of family, mentorship, 

and care. In today’s passage Paul wants us to add another 

word association to church leaders, one that we seldom use 
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but so well explains their role, that is a builder/bricklayer in 

God’s house.  

Context 

For those who were with us last week you will recall that the 

Corinthians had the wrong view of their leaders. They thought 

they were being wise and mature by following one leader over 

another, and thus fighting over them. 

“I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 

 They thought that by following this spiritual father over 

another that made them wise, but Paul called them children 

for this behaviour was of people who were unspiritual (and the 

church was embracing it). The Corinthians had a low view of 

themselves and the wrong view of their leaders. They saw 

their leaders as kings on the throne who should be served and 

not questioned but Paul says your leaders are servants given 
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by God to you for your welfare. God is your King. And so, you 

shouldn’t see yourselves as factions in leadership squabbles 

that are meant to divide you but you should be united by the 

cross and know that you are God’s valued property and God 

has assigned leaders as servants to nurture and care for  

9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s 

field, God’s building. 

 In 1 Corinthians 3vs10-17 Paul goes deeper into this idea and 

begins by addressing the leaders. He says, be careful, leaders 

for… 

The church is God’s building (vs. 10-15) 

10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise 

builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one 

should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation 

other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
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Paul here, builds on the image that he has introduced to us in 

vs.9 that of the church being God’s building on a construction 

site. If you have ever been to a construction site it really looks 

like a mess but upon closer inspection everybody on site has a 

role to play that they will held accountable for. 

On a construction site you have an Engineer who designs the 

building, hires the workers, inspects their work, and pays them 

after the work is done. 

You also have the workers who build the building, a good 

worker (on any construction site) is one who builds according 

to the Engineer’s instructions(specifications). In this image 

God is the Engineer and the church leaders are the builders. 

Paul starts in vs. 10 by giving credit to the Engineer for all the 

work he has done among them, he says… 

By the grace of God given me 
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By starting here Paul immediately recognises that the work of 

building the church belongs to God and not men and it is he 

who deserves credit. Like a good Engineer God generously 

calls his workers and he provides them with the powers and 

capabilities to be able to do the work assigned to them and to 

do it effectively. In Corinth Paul was given the task of building 

the foundation and now others are building on that 

foundation.  

Then he warns and instructs those who are building after him 

and says to them: be careful how you build. I built the 

foundation according to the instructions of God and God’s 

word said build the foundation using Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified. Building with Christ made me a wise builder. Now 

you need to continue where I left off but take care to build 

with the same material I used.  
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Vs. 12… 

12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 

stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for 

what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. 

Be careful how you build says Paul, the character and the 

quality of the structure is related to its foundation. You can’ t 

build with one material at the foundation and then do your 

own thing when it comes to the structure. Paul built the 

foundation using Christ and so now the structure must be the 

same.  

How are you building this structure?  Are you building it with 

costly and expensive material that lasts or with cheap material 

that will chip away? The list of materials that Paul mentions in 

vs. 12 bring to It mind the construction of Solomon’s temple 

which lasted for Centuries because it was built with durable 
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and expensive material. It also brings to mind some of the 

ancient buildings in Corinth. When you saw these structures, 

you knew that they were built to last because they built with 

love and according to the instructions of a great Engineer, built 

using gold, silver, and costly stones. There is nothing as sad a 

seeing a structure that was meant to be impressive but now 

it’s obvious that that corners have been cut and cheap 

material was used. If you have been so unfortunate as to walk 

into such a structure you can immediately see that the person 

who built this had their own agenda and he did not build 

according to the instructions of the Engineer.   

Paul says to the leaders, your work will be tested for quality 

one day so build properly. The Day of accounting is coming, vs. 

13… 
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13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will 

bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will 

test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been 

built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is 

burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—

even though only as one escaping through the flames. 

On a construction site payment is only received once the 

section being built is assessed and passes. You may be able to 

fool people passing by as you put plaster over the cracked 

walls but one day the quality of your work will be tested. The 

Day of the Lord is coming, and nothing will get past God.  

When your work is tested what will God find? Will you be 

rewarded for the wonderful work that you have done? Will 

God say well done good and faithful servant or will you be the 

person who barely escapes through the fires of judgement?  
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In the city of Corinth due to the climate fires were very 

common, so every building that was built with cheap material 

never survived these fires. The truly ancient master pieces are 

those that stood the test of time. And survived those fires. 

When your work fellow leader is tested by fire on the Day of 

the Lord, will it survive?  

In his letter James gives a very sobering warning to all those 

who desire to be leaders and teachers in the church in James 

3vs.1… 

3 Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow 

believers, because you know that we who teach will be 

judged more strictly. 

Jesus also sounded a similar warning to his disciples in Mark 

9:42... 
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42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who 

believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a 

large millstone were hung around their neck and they were 

thrown into the sea. 

Church leader, God is not playing games here with his church. 

He is building his temple, what a privilege that he even 

involves us in this work but that privilege comes with a 

responsibility to build wisely, build with Christ, build with the 

gospel. It is a job that requires humility, obedience, and 

wisdom. If we don’t do our work properly, if we don’t build 

with Christ, our work will be exposed for what it truly is, we 

may escape ( by the grace of God) but we would have 

destroyed so many lives.  

And sadly. we all know too well the devasting effect that a 

wayward pastor can have on his flock. There are so many 
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people I speak to, when I ask them why have you left church? 

They say because I was scarred by the actions of a leader or 

teacher. This should not be the church should be on Christ 

using Christ. Anything else dishonours God. 

Paul doesn’t end there; in vs. 16-17 he turns his attention to 

the congregation and he says Be careful congregants for… 

You are God’s temple (vs. 16-17) 

16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 

that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys 

God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple 

is sacred, and you together are that temple. 

These are both the most wonder and the scariest words in the 

Bible. We, the church, are God’s dwelling place. God in his 

wisdom and providence chooses to dwell among us and fulfil 

his mission in this world through us (me and you). Take a 
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moment to let that sink in. We hear this so often that 

sometimes we don’t realise our true worth. Let me remind you 

of this God in 1 Timothy 6:16… 

God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of 

lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in 

unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To 

him be honor and might forever. Amen. 

This God of immense strength and power and wisdom is the 

one who dwells among us, who dwells in us through his Spirit. 

The one true God. You see when we forget who we are we 

settle for all sorts of cheap imitations. Leaders can sell us 

manure and we will happily have it because we think its gold. 

Don’t settle for cheap imitations, for those who are building 

you into cardboard house that will burn, but be built with gold, 

the gold of the wisdom and power of God. Be built on nothing 
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less than Jesus Christ and his righteousness. If you are built on 

this, you are built into the house of God that will be home to 

all the nations of the world.  

And for those who seek to destroy this temple of God, you 

have been warned, God’s temple is sacred, no evil is found in 

her so if you think you can build her using evil and use her for 

your selfish ambition. The day of accounting is coming and 

your laughter will turn to ashes in your mouth, because you 

decided to be a stumbling block to God’s people. 

Brothers and sisters let us remember our true worth, we are 

God’s temple so don’t allow your leaders to build you up with 

cheap material of this world but be built up on Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified, only then will you be the city on the Hill for the 

world to see. 

Amen 
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We are going to take communion together now in our own 

homes. Communion or the Lord’s supper is one of the means 

that the Lord Jesus Christ left us to remember his death on our 

behalf so that we are strengthened in our faith as we wait for 

his return. It is a reminder that all that we have is because of 

Christ, the church is built on Him and it sustained by Him, and 

this all possible because of his death and resurrection. So as 

we eat the biscuit and drink the juice in our homes let us 

remember our true worth, that we are God’s temple, God’s 

children that were bought at a precious price and we have a 

hope that the world can’t take away from us. 

Let’s pray… 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, of your infinite mercy 

you gave your only Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer death upon the 

cross for our redemption. By his one offering of himself, 

Christ made there on that cross a never to be repeated, full, 
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perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. 

Hear us merciful Father, and grant that we who trust the 

death and suffering of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, may 

receive this bread and wine and, in so doing, may share in 

his most blessed body and blood.  

 

Christ Jesus on the night he was betrayed, took bread and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given 

for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way after supper, he took the cup and when he 

had given thanks, he gave it to them saying, “Drink from this, 

all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins; do this 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”Amen. 
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Distribute the elements 
 

After the distribution the bread and wine he may say: 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for you, 

preserve your body and soul to everlasting life. Take and eat 

this, remembering that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your heart by faith with thanksgiving. 

Eat the bread together 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which was shed for you, 

preserve your body and soul to everlasting life. Drink this, 

remembering that Christ’s blood was shed for you, and be 

thankful. 

Drink the wine together 

Closing prayer 
 

Almighty God, we bring you praise and thanksgiving, and 

ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a holy and lifelong 

offering to you. Lord, accept this duty and service we owe 
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you, not because we deserve it, but because of Jesus Christ 

our Lord, in whose name alone we come to you. Amen 

 

If you want to find out more about us and listen to more talks 

you can find us online at christcentralsoweto.co.za. Stay 

blessed! 


