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 Devotion on Malachi 3:6-12  

 

Repentance  
Return to God and He will return to you  

 

Let look at verse 7,” Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have 

not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.  

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 1” 

This is God speaking to the nation of Israel giving them the facts of their unfaithfulness history, saying that 

they’ve been unfaithful to God’s covenant since their fathers, so this is not new theirs is the history of 

unfaithfulness. But regardless of their unfaithfulness, God is still calling them to turn to repent and come to 

him.  

What is repentance?  

Repentance is to take a sharp U-turn from a direction that had the potential to destroy your life; it’s to change 

your mind. For an example when you drive or you are a passenger and a driver recognises that he/she is at 

the dead-end of the road and there is a cliff ahead, that driver changes his/her mind by slowing down the 

car and turn from the direction that he/she was taking and turn into a better and safe direction.  So when 

the Bible talks about repentance it indeed talks about how we are travelling to reach a disastrous destination 

without God in our lives or by living a life that has no reference of God.  It is important to notice that this 

turning is to turn to someone; in this case, it is turning to Jesus as King of your life.  

Let see how this works out in this passage today…  

We see in verse 6 that the basis of Israel’s repentance is God’s faithfulness, “I the Lord do not change. So 

you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed” God is saying look at yourselves for the fact that you are 

here it because of my faithfulness, God doesn’t change, He has kept his promises and continue to keep them. 

Israel is to have the confidence to turn to Him because their returning to God is not based on how faithful 

they have been but it on the faithfulness of God, He is the one who’s been keeping this relationship going. 

What is it that Israel has to repent from here? 

It the breaking of the covenant by committing Injustice 

 

 
1 Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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 In verses 8-11, We see that Israel has been robbing God, this is intense, what Israel has been doing here is 

sinning against God; this does teach us something about sin. That when we sin we primarily offend God. 

What is that they’ve been sinning against God for? Well in verse 8b its tithes and offerings, we’ve seen in the 

previous chapters that the people will bring a second and third choice of their tithes and offerings, in this 

case, blemish animals, rotten veggies and all grade A stuff for themselves and their businesses. The purpose 

of these tithes and offerings was to care for those who were working in the temple of God and for those who 

were poor among them. So by not offering their tithes and offerings, they were committing injustice and 

ultimately reveals their priorities, that God was the least of their problems.  

 V.11, “I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit 

before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty” Reveals that they were experiencing drought since they were reliant 

on farming for their finances and this seems to be a good excuse for them not to tithe or send their offerings; 

but we see here that, that not the case God has stopped to be a priority in their lives and they focused on 

themselves in such a way that even when God stopped the rain they were so blinded by their sins and 

ignorant to see God’s rebuke for their actions. Part of this is that the priests were not doing their job of 

teaching people the law of God and waking them up to see God’s judgement over them, they were planting 

but not reaping because they’ve ignored God’s temple. Here God is giving them second chance to 

acknowledge their sins and turn from them and serve God first and see if he will not take care of their needs.   

Reflection  

What are we learning here? 

Malachi is written in the context of Old Covenant that of ‘doing’ that we find in the five books of Moses 

especially Deuteronomy; if you do this you will be blessed but if you don’t you will be cursed. We are the 

people of the New Covenant the people of faith in the one who has done all things perfectly that the law 

requires of us, that is our Lord Jesus Christ, we do keep the Law in faith. 10% of tithings and offerings are no 

longer a command for us as it was for them, but we are the people who are characterized by generosity and 

love rather than the law, 2 cor. 9: 6-8 “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless 

you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 

work.”  

We are all facing difficult times especially finances, but have you been tempted to be not generous during 

this time? Have you been tempted to put your needs first other than that of God? I do want to encourage to 

repent of this if you have, as it will rob you the joy of relying upon and trusting God for your needs and that 

of your family. I do want to warn you as God has done in Malachi that self- reliance and stopping to give to 

your local church is robbing God especially when you can; because God has set some of us aside to serve you 

and are dependent on your generosity just like the priest in the temple. Here is some encouragement in 

Matt. 6:31-33 as I close, “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 

shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 

them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  

 


