
James Devotional 3 (Jam 5:7-12) 

Patience in Suffering 

Prayer and introduction 

Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. My name is Todd 

Khupe one of the teaching elders at Christ Central Soweto. We continue with our 

devotionals on the book of James looking at “Patience in Suffering”. Recently we learnt 

about suffering in the Psalm of lament in Psalm 88. This subject is coming again in the 

book of James as he encourages believers suffering under oppression. This serves as a 

reminder to us that suffering is part of our life in the flesh. Let me pray before we look at 

the Scripture before us today. 

“Our dear Father in heaven. Blessed be your name, God Almighty. Suffering will always 

come as long as we live. Teach us today how to be patient in suffering till you come. Give 

us the power to stand firm in faith and still glorify you in suffering. Amen”. 

Patience is a great character quality that is difficult to exercise in a society that is now 

used to “instant everything” - what I call the microwave generation. We live in a generation 

where we expect everything to happen at the flick of our fingers. We have lost the ability 

to wait. We want all this to happen now including the disappearance of pain and suffering. 

When in pain and suffering we pray for relief now. We cannot afford pain that lasts a day. 

James has a message for us on how to be patient in suffering. At the centre of today’s 

message is waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Waiting for the coming Lord (7-9) 

James reminds his hearers that history’s defining moment is the second coming of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. All of life is driving to that point for both those who believe in the coming 

of Christ and those who don’t. The end of all things is the coming of Jesus Christ as 

Saviour and Judge. We therefore all are living in the waiting period for the most certain 

event of all times – the coming of the Lord. James gives us a picture of two different 

people. Those who wait in hopeful joy and those who wait in uncertainty and fearfulness. 

Addressing Christians, in the context, the poor undergoing oppression by the rich James 

encourages them to exercise patience and endurance as they wait for the Lord’s coming. 

It is not easy to be patient under oppressive, unjust and cruel conditions. Our human 

nature is to hit back or revenge bad treatment. But James says to these Christians hold 

your horses. Under pressure you still need to be patient and not retaliate. This is the time 

to exercise standing firm in your faith and trusting that the Lord who is soon coming is the 

avenger and defender of the oppressed. James encourages them to learn from the farmer 

who is not in control of the rains that water his crops. He does his part of preparing the 

land, sow the seed and patiently wait for God to bring the rain. The farmer has no control 

over the rain, but God has. The message to us brothers and sisters is that we have no 



control over suffering, but God expects us to wait for him to vindicate us. It takes patience 

and endurance to wait in suffering. We can’t do it in our own strength hence James call 

us to stand firm in faith trusting God to save us. 

 

James points to two things Christians should do faced with suffering if they are to  joyfully 

wait for the coming Lord.  

1. To stand firm in faith. He calls them to fix their hearts on Christ trusting him as the 

Saviour of the righteous. 

2. Watch their fellowship and relationships in the stressful situation in which they find 

themselves. These situations call for great patience with others, even those who 

sin against them. He calls them to reign in their tongues and avoid grumbling and 

being grumpy to the point of causing others to stumble. 

For the believers in Christ his message is that they work hard in their faith, looking forward 

to future glory from the coming King. The knowledge that He is soon coming to reward 

the righteous and judge the wicked should motivate them to stand firm in faith and joyfully 

endure their suffering. They should not be careless with their lives like the children in 

Mpumalanga who knows that Daddy only comes home from Johannesburg at Christmas 

so they can afford to misbehave now till Christmas. What about if lockdown forces him to 

return home in March and he finds them unready. They will obviously face severe 

judgement from Daddy. But for those that have waited and served Christ faithfully, Christ 

will bring them mercy and compassion. Like the patient farmer who harvests a good crop, 

they will have the reward of eternal life. 

Like the Mpumalanga kids, who don’t expect their dad’s sudden return home, James 

warns those who living grumbling and blaming everyone else that the Judge is not far off. 

He is standing at the door. While the both the righteous and the wicked will both stand 

before the judge, the righteous will stand to receive a crown while the wicked receive 

condemnation. 

As a way of encouraging them James pulls out examples of patient endurance by the 

prophets of old who were persecuted for calling Israel back to God. They were not 

immune to suffering even though they were in the service of the Lord. Job, a blameless 

and upright man who feared God and shunned evil (Job 1:1) was subjected to suffering 

that can be easily described as the worst that can happen to a human being. Stumbling 

through the period of suffering he remained faithful and endured to the end. James says 

such are those who will receive mercy and compassion from the coming Lord. 

 

 

 

 



Guard your speech (12) 

In rounding up his teaching, James points back to the issue of the tongue. He warns them 

from swearing unnecessarily for they will be judged for every word uttered. It sounds like 

he is saying judgement will be based on what we say. Our speech is going to penalize us 

on the judgment day. He encourages them to be sincere and be people of integrity and 

trustworthy in what they say. Their yes should be a yes and their no a no. He is saying 

half-truth is not truth, so while you wait for the coming King be truthful and sincere to one 

another. 

Brothers and sisters, this is the truth I would love us to hold on to from today’s teaching. 

The Lord Jesus is sure to come, no two ways about it. When he comes, he comes to 

reward and judge. Therefore through his word he calls you and me to conduct ourselves 

with patience in stressful situations, not grumbling and swearing as this leads us into sin. 

Because the hour of his coming is unknown, this calls for patience and endurance. The 

good news is that he does not leave us to suffer alone. He gives us the strength to stand 

firm. Stay blessed. 

To continue receiving our sermons and devotionals you can log in to christcentralsoweto.co.za 

 

Reflection questions 

1. How does the knowledge of the coming of Jesus Christ shape your understanding 

of our present suffering? 

2. Will Christians be judged when Jesus Christ comes? 

3. Reflect on how you often react under stressful situations. How can patience help 

you react in a less sinful way? 

 

 

 

 


