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1 Corinthians 2vs6-16 

What we as Christians have, through the message of the cross, 

is true wisdom because it has been revealed by God’s Spirit 

who lives in us.  

Introduction 

Hi everyone, I greet you all in the wonderful name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. My name is Musa from Christ Central Soweto. 

Today we continue in our series on leadership from the book 

of 1 Corinthians 1-4.  

Over the last 2 Sundays we have learned about how the 

wisdom and power of God nullifies (makes nothing) the 

wisdom of this world. And equally that the message of the 

cross does not rely on human wisdom for this creates divisions 

in the church, rather the preacher must step aside, and preach 
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the cross simply and exclusively so that the Spirit’s power may 

be displayed. 

After the last two weeks you would be forgiven for thinking 

that Christianity is against wisdom and thinking. That it is an 

anti-intellectual religion at its core. And there are many 

churches who think of Christianity in this way. In these 

churches theological College is a swear word, you don’t write 

out your sermon or prayers for that means you are quenching 

the Holy Spirit. I don’t think that this is what Paul was getting 

at and in today’s passage, in 2vs.6-16, Paul explains why the 

message of the cross is real makoya of wisdom.  

The key sentence in today’s passage is vs. 6a which says… 

6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the 

mature… 
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What we get in the message of the cross is true and genuine 

wisdom. How Paul has been speaking about wisdom so far has 

been very negative because he was making the point that 

human wisdom, as much as we love it, misses the mark in the 

most fundamental of ways in its opposition to the message of 

the cross. But don’t get it twisted, the message of the cross, 

the message that we speak of is wise but it wise to the mature. 

So who is the We that Paul mentions here in vs. 6? In what way 

is the message of the cross wise? And lastly who are the 

mature people that Paul refers to here?   

What is this wisdom? (vs. 6b-12) 

I think here, as  Paul deliberates on the wisdom of God he 

points us to one of the most fundamental things about the 

Christian faith and the discovery of truth (that is how do we 

know what we know).  
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You see there are many views in the world about the discovery 

of truth and wisdom. Some worldviews or religious outlooks 

say that truth is fundamentally what we see and observe 

around us, if we as humans haven’t observed or proved it it’s 

because it doesn’t exist. This is called naturalism and its 

extreme form is called existentialism. Others say truth is 

escaping the seen reality, meditating on the inner self and 

becoming one with the force/energy that permeates the 

universe, that is where truth lies. This is new age spirituality. 

Others say truth lies in the traditions that were left behind by 

those who lived before us and they continue to guide us in 

these truths by speaking to us through mediums or dreams in 

this life. This is a called Ancestral veneration. Christianity on 

the other hand says true wisdom and truth is something that 

is revealed to us by God, it is revelation through his Word. 

Observance, experience, and culture have their place, but in a 
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fallen world they are also corrupted so they only play a 

secondary role to revelation. This truth or wisdom through 

revelation is not something that is earned or reserved only for 

the rich and influential, it is something that is revealed by God 

to us as he sees fit. 

To those whom this wisdom has not been revealed it remains 

a mystery, an unsolvable puzzle, something that looks foolish 

and weak because they don’t understand it. This is the point 

Paul is making here in vs. 8, if the world knew of this true 

wisdom from God why would they have opposed it? Vs. 8… 

8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, 

they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

If you have ever taken the time to read through any of the 

gospels or the book of Acts, Paul’s point is self-evident 

because from the time Jesus was born he was opposed by the 
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Ruling elites who questioned his authority and his mission. He 

told them that he came to seek and save the lost and 

demonstrated that his authority is from God, yet this 

increased the hostility till they plotted and killed him on the 

cross. What they did not know, what was not revealed to them 

was that the crucified Messiah was God’s plan all along to save 

a dying world.  

This plan (or God’s wisdom) was… 

a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our 

glory before time began. (vs. 7) 

They did not know this because it was hidden from them, like 

a good plot in a movie they did not see and recognize the clues 

set before them so they joined the masses and crucified the 

Messiah based on their own assessment of reality. What they 

were missing was the director’s commentary (they did not 
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know the plans of God).  As Isaiah 64, which is partially quoted 

by Paul here shows, that the enemies of God could not hear, 

or know the things that God had prepared for those who love 

him.  

What ‘we’ speak? (vs. 10) 

What was true of them is not true of us though, says Paul, for 

these things has been revealed to us by God’s Spirit. God in his 

wisdom did not wait for us to reach out to him and find him 

but he found us and revealed himself to us by his Spirit. 

To be grammatically accurate the ‘us’ that Paul is referring to 

in vs. 10a are the apostles and teachers of the message of the 

cross. It is the same person that he refers to as ‘we’ in vs. 6. 

They have been commissioned by Christ and empowered by 

the Holy Spirit to go and reveal the plans of God to the world.  
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The Holy Spirit 

And who is more qualified in the Trinity than the Holy Spirit to 

reveal these things to us, says Paul? Vs. 10 continues…. 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of 

God. 11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own 

spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the 

thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have 

received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 

from God, so that we may understand what God has freely 

given us. 

Who knows you better than your spirit or soul in you, says 

Paul? Your spirit knows deep and hidden things about you that 

you have not told anyone or that people around have not even 

observed. Your spirit knows that even though you wear that 

Kaizer Chiefs jersey secretly you are becoming a Sundowns fan 
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(because you hate losing). That though you say you drink 

whiskey and gin, secretly you like the sweet cocktails that your 

wife drinks and you take a sip when she goes to the bathroom. 

Your spirit knows what you really think about your colleagues 

at work but also about the money you have saved up to 

surprise your girlfriend with that engagement ring. 

And so, it is with God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit knows God’s heart 

and his plans intimately. The beauty about the Christian faith 

is that God takes the one who knows Him better than 

everyone else and He gives Him us so that we can fully 

understand that which He has freely given us. What a privilege 

it is to be loved by God! What a privilege it to have his Spirit 

and to know that it is a free gift from God. 

So, when the apostles and gospel preachers teach the Word of 

God, when they teach the message of the cross, far from them 
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speaking a foolish and weak message. What they are actually 

doing is speaking spiritual things to spiritual people, vs. 13 

(CSB)… 

13 We also speak these things, not in words taught by human 

wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual 

things to spiritual people. 

I think this translation of vs. 13 from the CSB is helpful because 

it fits better with Paul’s point in this passage. That this 

message is wise to those whom it has been revealed to but to 

others it is foolish. The question we need to answer is who is 

the spiritual person referred to here? 

Who is the mature?  (vs. 14-16) 

I think vs. 14 and 15 helps us with this… 

14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things 

that come from the Spirit of God but considers them 
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foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are 

discerned only through the Spirit. 15 The person with the 

Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is 

not subject to merely human judgments, 

Paul here makes a distinction between the spiritual person 

and the unspiritual. The difference between them is the 

acceptance of the things that come from the Spirit of God 

through his Word, or in this context the message of the cross. 

Since wisdom is ultimately revealed and not earned or 

observed it is only those with the Spirit who can discern and 

accept them. Anybody else looks at the message and since it 

has not been revealed to them can only conclude that this is 

foolish.  

The person without the Spirit is not qualified to make 

judgements on the message of the cross because they don’t 
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understand it. Human wisdom cannot judge God’s wisdom 

because they are missing a big piece of the puzzle, revelation 

by the Spirit of God. 

But the spiritual person can make judgements about these 

things for they see it all and can see how foolish human 

wisdom is.  The spiritual man has the thing that all people 

everywhere have been desiring, access to the mind of the 

Lord. 

To make this point Paul quotes the most powerful of Old 

Testament passages on the wisdom of God, Isaiah 40. In Isaiah 

40, God challenges anyone who thinks they are more powerful 

or capable than God to come forward and compare CV’s. God 

asks who has the mind of God that they can instruct him? Who 

has access to such mysteries and wisdom? The answer in the 

Old Testament was no one does. However the answer in the 
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New testament is that it is those who have the Spirit of God. 

Those who have the Spirit of God have the mind of Christ. They 

have the wisdom of God, they know God’s plans and can thus 

live according to them. 

So, who is the mature then in vs. 6? It is those who have the 

message of the cross revealed to them, they accept it and live 

according to it because they see its worth. The danger that the 

Corinthians were facing was that after they received the Spirit, 

and mysteries of God were revealed to them they foolishly 

thought that they could live according to the wisdom of this 

world. They thought they were being wise and mature in 

thinking that the gospel is only the entrance into the door and 

they can continue the rest of the journey by human wisdom. 

Paul says, reaccess what you are doing church, you are taking 

those who rejected the wisdom of God and using then as a 
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criteria to assess the things of God. It is not smart says Paul, in 

chapter 3 he calls this behaviour childish. 

Rather recognise what you have in Christ, through his Spirit. 

You have the access to the mind of Christ, to the deep things 

of God and this is a free gift to you! Accept it, live according to 

it, use it as a criteria to see the assess your leaders and what 

wisdom is. As you do this you will realise that you have 

everything you need here in Christ because you have the Spirit 

of God. 

Let’s pray… 

If you want to find out more about us and listen to more talks 

you can find us online at christcentralsoweto.co.za. Stay 

blessed! 


