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James 4vs1-12 

Friendship with the World, which is pursuit of our selfish 

desires, leads to conflict and judgement there humbly repent 

to God. 

Introduction 

Hi everyone and welcome to our devotional podcast on the 

book of James. My name is Musa from Christ Central Soweto.  

Today we are looking at James 4vs1-12 which addresses the 

source of conflicts among Christians. I often wondered to 

myself as a child, why are Christians always fighting and 

splitting into different groups? This seemed strange to me 

because when I read the bible it spoke of unity and love but 

what I often witnessed was gossiping, envy and conflict. The 

church is meant to be the light and salt of the earth but the 
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same divisions I see in business and politics were as prevalent 

in the church as in the world. Where does this come from?  

The source of conflicts in the church (vs.1-3) 

This is the question that James asks in vs. 1… 

4 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they 

come from your desires that battle within you? 

People, in general, are very good at blaming others for the 

problems they see in this world. James says don’t be too quick 

to point fingers at others because the answer to the question 

what is wrong with this world is YOU. Your desires are battling 

within you. In 3vs.18 James told us that true wisdom produces 

peace in a person’s life, but this was not the experience of 

these believers and the reason for this was that they were not 

driven by humility but by their own selfish desires. 
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In a world where it is “my way or the highway” whenever my 

selfish rock meets your self-centred hard place, there is bound 

to be conflict. If you have what I want, I covet and lust after it 

and that desire makes me fight, quarrel and kill you so that I 

can get it.  

Our desires have no boundaries and no shame because we will 

even use God to get our own way in life. We will pray for our 

selfish desires and wonder why God doesn’t give us what we 

want, it’s because you ask with wrong motives, hoping that 

God would grant you the thing that would destroy you.  

We ask the good, pure and righteous God with bad motives for 

our selfish desires and then wonder why our prayers are not 

answered.  
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Choose your friends wisely (vs. 4-10) 

James doesn’t mince his words in vs. 4, he calls this type of 

living adultery. Its adultery because on the one hand you say 

you are committed to God and committed to living for him but 

secretly in your hearts you desire the things of this world (the 

things that you know God opposes). You want power and 

prestige for yourself and your people and you don’t care who 

you step on to get these things.  

Living this way, the way of the world makes you an enemy of 

God. We don’t often think of it that way. We think that our 

love for this world can live hand in hand with our love for God. 

James sees this as spiritual adultery and God jealously guards 

our devotion to him. 

So, choose your friends wisely (vs. 7), don’t be double minded. 

Friendship with the world is hatred towards God! Submit 
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yourself to God, be humble and repented and God will lift you 

up. Don’t be proud and rejoice in the fulfilment of your desires 

or your conflict with others but rather grieve, mourn and wail 

about your sin and God will show favour to you, he will 

mercifully answer your prayers. 

Love rather than judge your neighbour (vs. 11-12) 

What does this mean for how you treat each other? Aim to 

build each other up and not tear each other down. Don’t 

slander one another or judge each other so being divided. 

When you live like this you are not keeping the law, for the law 

says love God and love your neighbour. So, leave judging to 

God for he is the one who will hold all of us accountable, focus 

your energies on loving your brother and sister. For those who 

in humility consider others better than themselves and live to 



Page 6 of 6 
 

cultivate peace and unity in Christ are the true friends of God. 

As Jesus said in the beatitudes: 

5 Blessed are the humble, 

for they will inherit the earth. 

If you want to find out more about us and listen to more talks 

you can find us online at christcentralsoweto.co.za. Stay 

blessed! 


