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James 2:  14-26 

 

Demons also believe in God… 
What’s the difference between your faith and Demon’s faith? 

 

Some of us can be very shocked about the statement that Demons do believe in God too, even 

more in that they have more knowledge about who God is than us. Do you remember that in 

the Gospels, especially in the Gospel of Mark Demons are the first ones to identify and tell us 

who Jesus Christ is? But why do they still remain in the dark and do the works of the darkness? 

Well because knowledge about God doesn’t save anyone but it knowing who God is and put 

your trust in him and live in obedience to what He says.  

 Faith that is like those of Demons  

To say that you believe in God that good and well but it means nothing, in v19 James says that 

even Demons believe in the exclusivity of the Christian God, they believe that God who created 

heaven and earth is three in persons: God the Father; God the Son and God the Holy Spirit yet 

One God. But even with this deep knowledge of who God is it means nothing to them and 

doesn’t change anything and it not helpful to anyone. James says it is so with the faith that 

doesn’t have works, in v17, it like the faith of the demons, it like the faith of the apartheid 

government that created the injustice system to oppress the majority of the country and 

privileged the few, it like that of the churches that supported the injustice system because of 

it privileges and turn the eye to injustices as if they don’t see anything and continue to do so 

even today, but stand and claim that they have orthodoxy faith unlike the others.  

Faith that is tangible  

From verse v20-26, James is going to show us that you cannot claim that you have faith without 

that faith leading you to do good or without that faith being tangible. James here gives us two 

characters that had a tangible faith to argue that if you claim that you believe in God that is 

good but it is the works of that faith that shows that you do believe. How do people from 

outside see that you believe in God? Well, by the works of your faith; when Jesus was arguing 

with the Pharisees in the gospel of John about who their father is, as they were claiming that 

their father is Abraham, Jesus says that their works doesn’t agree with them and with whom 

they claim to be their child, He concludes by saying that their works agree more with whom 

their true father is, that is the devil.  

In v21, we must be careful there, James doesn’t say that a person is saved by works, he is not 

even talking about those works of which Paul calls “the works of the Law” but is arguing for  



 

doing what is good. Basically here he is asking where do you see in Abraham’s story where he 

became a friend of God? Is it when God made a covenant with him in Gen. 15 or is it when he 

was offering his son on the altar? Of course one could say, it when he was offering his son’ but 

James will say do you then see that if Gen.15 didn’t happen, then they won’t be the sacrifice 

of his son, therefore you can’t have one without the other. James also mention the story of 

Rehab in the book of Joshua ch.6, where do you see that Rehab feared the God of Israel, it 

when she putted her life at risk by saving the spires, isn’t that that makes you ask the question 

why she is doing what she is doing? And the answer is the same “faith is active together with 

works”. Therefore, James concludes in v 26 “… just as the body without the spirit is dead, so 

also faith without works is dead”. 

May James challenge to his audience to respond with a tangible faith even in times that are 

not pleasant be our challenge as well, in that may our faith be also more visible especially in 

these difficult times that we are faced with.  


