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Discrimination of the poor violates God’s Law of Love (James 2:1-13) 

 

Introduction 

In the last section of our devotional James was driving us towards the need for practicing what we hear 

and learn from God’s word. It is clear throughout his letter that James’ teaching is big on the practical 

application of faith. Two of the things that he pointed out as the marks of true religion were caring for the 

needy and not being hooked in the corruption of this  world. In today’s teaching he brings up again the 

need for Christians to be compassionate and not discriminate against the poorer members of their church 

community. James uses a practical day-to-day church arrangement.  

I want you to stop at this moment and reflect on the experience of the reception and siting arrangements 

at your church or at any other churches where you have visited. My experience is of three pictures; 

1. A feeling of cold reception – no one seems to recognize that you are there. 

2. A royal reception as if the king himself has entered the church premises especially for us who are 

preachers – to the point where I feel very uncomfortable especially when I am ushered to the best 

seat at the front. 

3. Just a normal friendly reception where you feel at home even when you are visiting. 

In the first 13 verses of chapter two James takes his time teaching on this issue, which might on the surface 

appear like a non-issue. 

 

Discrimination among believers is wrong and sinful (1-7)  

The glory of Christ and the glory of men 

In the Christian faith, the community of believers is called the body of Christ. Those who are in Christ are 

all children of God equal before God. The slave master and the slave are both part of the body of Christ 

and equal as children of God. James however seemed to have noticed some uncomfortable discrimination 

in the church between the rich and the poor. This is what he seeks to address. In verse1 he reminds them 

that Jesus Christ in whom they believe is glorious. He is a reflection of the splendour of God Himself. James 

seems to be aware that the church, instead of focusing on the splendour and glory of Jesus Christ as their 

Lord, they are sliding towards promoting the glory of man and material possessions. They are now 

discriminating members depending on their social status. Two men enter the church, one gorgeously 

dressed and is ushered to the best seat, the other, shabbily dressed exhibiting all signs of poverty is given 

no seat but told to stand. 

What is happening here? One man is favoured on the basis of his material wealth and splendour. He is 

exalted and glorified before men. He is the glorious one. The other is humiliated and treated as a filthy 

tramp, but both are members of the body of Christ. James says this favouritism in church is wrong and 

sinful. This is sinful in two ways. Firstly, because glory and honour is given to men not to Christ and 

secondly such discrimination is a product of a judgement arising from evil thoughts (v4). Behind this 

thinking could be the selfish thought of wanting to benefit from the return favours of the rich person. We 

have side by side here the glory of men against the glory of Christ. 
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This is in contrast to how Christ deals with the church. He defends and honours the poor that are being 

dishonoured by their fellow brothers and sisters. (Read verse 5). God, who cares and loves all people has 

also chosen the poor to  be rich in faith and also inherit the promise life in Christ. James challenges this 

church in their face. What basis do they have to give glory and honour to the rich who exploit and 

persecute the church and dishonouring those that God has honoured.  

I am sure this was not just coming from nowhere. James is not saying God is against the rich. In chapter 

1:17, he said every good and perfect gift comes from God. The rich are rich because it is a gift from God. 

He should be addressing a situation where possibly the rich were using their wealth to unfairly exercise 

power over other believers instead of using what God had given them to care for their needy brothers 

and sisters. James is attacking the unholy league between the rich and possibly the leadership of the 

church against the poorer members. He is wanting them to see that to identify with the glory of Christ, 

they need to be defenders of the needy, treating them with love as equals before God, otherwise their 

actions are a denial of the faith they profess. 

 

Discriminating against the poor violates God’s law (8-13) 

James winds up his teaching by drawing their attention to Scriptures that they might have memorized and 

not acting upon. James is aware that he might have been misunderstood as being against the rich. The 

use of “If” three times in verses 8-11helps the hearers to assess themselves on how they are doing in 

obeying this specific law of God, “Love your neighbour as yourself”. Both the poor and the rich are brought 

together under one law. So James is saying to them, in relating to one another in a God-honouring way, 

they should be guided by the law of their glorious Lord (v1). He brings love as the cure to sinful 

discrimination against each other. It is in the context of love for one another that they are able to embrace 

the poor and needy and care for them instead of exploiting them. The love of God will drive them towards 

compassion and mercy as a way of life that glorifies their King. 

Without losing sight of the focus of his teaching, James drives the point home. If they continue favouring 

certain members, then they are lawbreakers. Breaking the law violates God’s glory which it is meant to 

uphold. He reminds them that God’s law is not given for bondage but for liberty. True freedom is  

expressed in love, being like God Himself, loving, caring and being compassionate and merciful to each 

other. Abiding by God’s law of love is the only true way to a rich spiritual life where we are at peace with 

God and each other.  Matthew reminds us in 5:7 that, that it the merciful are blessed  because they 

themselves will be shown mercy. 

  

Conclusion 

In conclusion James encourages the church to behave in a way that will earn God’s mercy instead of 

judgment. He wants them and us to know that the goal of faith for all people rich or poor is to inherit 

God’s promise of eternal life. This happens when we honour God and love one another. 

I think it will be helpful for me to live you with these questions to reflect on; 

1. Think about how favouritism might look like in your own church. 
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2. Practically how would loving your neighbour look like in addressing the areas of discrimination 

and favouritism in your church? 

3. Personally, what kind of favouritism or discrimination are you as an individual in danger of? 

Reflection Questions 

1. Think about how favouritism looks like in your church. 

2. Practically, how would loving your neighbour look like in confronting the areas of discrimination 

and favouritism in your church. 

3. Personally, what kind of favouritism are you involved in and what are you going to do about it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


